Abstract

In this bachelor thesis, I will be exploring the process of formation of coalitions in the
context of war against Islamic State in the region of Near and Middle East. Through this analysis,
I will try to test the Balance of Threat theory, conceived by Stephen Walt, whose main
assumption is a severe influence of the aspect of threat on the state’s coalition policy. Coalitions
are important phenomena on the international scene, often being crucial for the next political
development, researching them is both instructive and beneficial. In this thesis, I will firstly
summarize the assumptions of the theory concerning the formation of coalitions and follow up
with the analysis of all state-actors participating in my research, according to the qualities needed
for successful test of the theory. Then I will explore the coalition making process that led to
formation of the main coalitions against ISIS. Finally, according to the data from this analysis, I

will decide whether the Balance of Threat theory is or is not valid.



