
Annotation 

 

This master´s thesis is focused on testing of the Michael Horowitz and Neil Narang´s 

theory regarding the assessment of the relationship among nuclear, chemical and biological 

weapons and a subsequent evaluation of the general validity and applicability of this theory 

by applying the theory to two specific cases, namely India and Egypt. In their theory, the 

authors argue that states pursuing one type of weapons of mass destruction pursue 

simultaneously all types of weapons of mass destruction. States consider weapons as 

complements in this situation. They further argue that states that once possess nuclear 

weapons are much less willing to seek further development of chemical and biological 

weapons, and in some cases, such states are even willing to give up these two types of 

weapons altogether. In addition, nuclear weapons are considered substitutes for chemical 

and biological weapons in such situation. The purpose of this work is to investigate 

whether India and Egypt perceive weapons of mass destruction to be complements or 

substitutes. The main aim of this work is to assess how the attempt to acquire or the 

ownership of one type of the weapons of mass destruction influences the attempt to obtain 

the other type of weapons, namely whether the ownership of nuclear weapons increases or 

reduces the risk that the state will also seek to possess chemical and/or biological weapons 

and vice versa. I also wanted to find out whether the factors driving the proliferation of 

chemical and biological weapons are the same or similar to those, driving the proliferation 

of nuclear weapons. The theoretical framework of the work is based on the article written 

by Michael Horowitz and Neil Narang entitled Poor Man´s Atomic Bomb? Exploring the 

Relationship between „Weapons of Mass Destruction“. This work is based on a 

comparative case study using qualitative methods. There are two hypotheses in the thesis 

that will help to achieve the above-mentioned goals of this paper.  

 


