Abstract

This thesis explores the access of care for the terminally ill in hospitals from 1945 until
present. Issue include humane access to medics and nurses for terminally ill patients, and focus
on the changes in care over time. The focus of exploration is palliative care in hospitals,
awareness of palliative care, and the education of medics and nurses in this domain. Studies of
postwar information is an integral part of this thesis’s empirical research. This thesis deals with
death as a taboo of modern society, and aspects of experiences of the terminally ill in last phase
of life. The postwar period has emphasized spirituality, but the quality of care in the hospitals
has worsened over time. After 1948, in the period of real socialism, there has been a measured
deficit of psychological and spiritual support, less involvement from sanitary personnel, but a
measured increase from the support of families. The present has put emphases on expertise, but
there is less family cohesion and space for family care. The growing bureaucracy of sanitary

care, and in general, more serious cases, has led to the work becoming harder.



