Abstract

In my diploma thesis, | will deal with the life of Zuzana Cerninova, Czech noblewoman, wife
of Jan Cernin from Chudenice and mother of Humprecht Jan Cernin. My aim will be to
approach everyday life in the early modern culture, particularly in period of Bila hora, through
Zuzana Cerninova, and her numerous correspondence with her son, which has been largely
preserved and was published by FrantiSek Dvorsky and Zden¢k Kalista. From the
comprehensive correspondence, | set apart the main topics that have become the base of my
thesis. | will divide my thesis into two parts. In the first part | will deal with the definition of
the term "everyday life" and here | will interpret all important life events such as birth, marriage,
death and funeral, where I will focus closely on Zuzana Cerninové and her family. In relation
to these life events | will also include the widow's dowry and the legal requirements associated
with it or the influence of illnesses on contemporary society. In the second part of my research,
I will focus on the person of Zuzana Cerninova. I am going to analyze her position of the
noblewoman which changed before and after the death of her husband, the rights she acquired
after the death of her husband and her situation. It also includes the different position of the
noblewoman-widow when she has a son who can take over the estate. Beside her social status
and the position of her family, | won't leave out even the economic situation in relation to the
Thirty Years' War. At the end of my diploma thesis | am going to map the reference of this

noblewoman and briefly outline the development after her death.
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