
Abstract 

 

This diploma thesis describes the life and professional destiny of Professor Jan Bouzek on the 

background of historical situations. This Czech intellectual, thanks to his deep education and 

his philosophy of life, was able to prosper in the field of science while confronting the 

peripetials of fate in the complicated period of the second half of the 20th century in 

Czechoslovakia. It is a socially-historically conceived commentary biography. 

The second chapter consists of philosophical considerations of human action and sociological 

perspective. In the third chapter I describe the chosen method, the oral history and sources of 

the biography. The content of the most extensive, fourth chapter is a detailed biography of Jan 

Bouzek with historical and factual inputs. It covers all his personal and professional life, from 

childhood, through studies, to the beginnings of scientific work, to the achievement of 

scientific degrees. Historical entries refer to the breakthroughs in Czechoslovakia that Jan 

Bouzek experienced, Fifty Years, "Prague Spring", 1968 and subsequent normalization, 

conditions for traveling abroad at the time of communist totality and a break in 1989, "The 

Velvet Revolution. At the end of the chapter there is a more detailed insight into his extensive 

work. The fifth, final chapter is a few of his reflections and insights and the result I have come 

to expect. At the end of the work is a complete list of his books, articles, and other works. 

 


