Abstract

The “internal enemy” was a formal term heavily represented in the language of the
State Security (a secret service of the Czechoslovak Republic and Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic), denoting a specified category of opponents to the then regime. The
State Security’s task was to protect the socialist and social system by fighting the
external and internal enemies, with the security forces having been the authorities
deciding who met the criteria. The thesis entitled “The Internal Enemy Image in the
Discourse of Security Forces” aims to find out how the discourse of the State Security
defined the term “internal enemy”. The thesis is divided into the theoretical and
empirical parts. The empirical part applies the qualitative analysis of the discourse to
search for the characteristic of the term “internal enemy”. All of the texts analysed in
the thesis come from the Security Services Archive, administering relevant files of the
era, and date back to the 1950s-1980s.



