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The master thesis concerns the attractive and promising theme: „image of Spain, Portugal and 

their respective inhabitants during the second half of the 18th century in England“ (p. 7). The 

author aims to show, through English written travelogues, how the countries and people of the 

Iberian Peninsula were perceived, which ideas and stereotypes were connected to them 

(ibidem). Three authors and their travelogues were chosen to implement this intention: 

Giuseppe Baretti, Arthur Young, and Robert Southey. The question arises as to how 

generalizations can be done on the basis of three works’ analysis, especially if one of the authors 

is actually Italian and the other deals only with Catalonia. However, Martin Branda justifies his 

approach thoroughly; the assumptions as well as methodological issues are grounded well. In 

addition to introducing the selected themes and stereotypes, the author also promises to explain 

the causes to the background of theoretical concepts such as the Black legend or philosophy of 

Enlightenment. 

 

The text is well and logically structured into three parts: the first part “Travelling in 18th century 

Europe” presents a general (and perhaps too brief) introduction to the topic; the second part 

systematically informs about the authors and their works, and the third, main part, focuses on 

selected themes of the travelogues (sources of the authors, journey itineraries, perceptions of 

the religion or racial differences, as well as impressions from inns or countryside). The selection 

of topics and methodology offers a rich potential, but the author, unfortunately, remains largely 

in the descriptive plane, and analytical insights appear sporadically. I miss the deeper, more 

thoughtful understanding of the issue of so-called Black legend and its impact on the evaluation 

and perceptions of Spanish culture; links to this concept are rather random and somewhat 

trivializing. Literature dealing with this subject is very extensive, but the author does not work 

on it. He is limited to two sources (at least, he should be familiar with "classical works" by H. 

Kamen, or Joseph Peréz, or, most recently, by María Elvíra Roca Barea). Similarly, for 

understanding and explaining certain topics – such as religious ones – it would be helpful to 

know and take into account the context of Enlightenment philosophy. 

 

On the other hand, the author brings some interesting insights, and, based on comparisons of 

the chosen works and the knowledge of the historical context, makes well-founded conclusions. 

It can also be appreciated that he has decided to process his text in a foreign language. His 

speech is comprehensible, though it could be more “vivid”. Some passages are often 

unnecessarily descriptive (e.g., a description of the workflow and methodology would be 

sufficient in the introduction and would not have to appear in the individual chapters). Despite 

the above-mentioned comments, the text can be considered very good. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Discussion: 

 

Could the author explain how the new approach to foreign countries and their governments was 

marked by the Enlightment and its philosophy (p. 7)? 

 

 

How the information contained within the travelogues  were used by renowned philosophers or 

scientists? (p. 14) (give some specific examples). 

 

Do the selected authors refer to the issues (level) of Spanish scholarship (science, or 

philosophy)? 

 

 

 

Grade: very good       
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