
Abstract 

The bachelor thesis Rise and Fall of Crimean Separatism: Act of State Independence 

and Constitution of May 1992, is based on the analysis of available resources. It deals with the 

problematic issues of Crimean separatism in Ukraine in the 1990s. The thesis analyses the 

evolution of the internal relations between Crimea and Ukraine in the context of the first 

Constitution of May 1992, which became the embodiment of separatism on the peninsula. 

Crimean effort to achieve larger competences and strengthen the autonomous status within 

Ukraine had been reflected in this constitution. The State of Independence accompanied the 

constitution and elevated Crimean status defining the relations between the two subjects as a 

partnership. The May constitution influenced further development of the relations between 

Crimea and Ukraine. The main purpose of this thesis is to answer the question why the 

constitution was unacceptable for the Ukrainian government and what impact it had on the 

relationship between Crimea and Ukraine. The thesis analyses in detail the development of 

Crimean-Ukrainian relations and evolution of Crimean separatism, which is important for 

understanding the prevailing tendencies. Furthermore, the thesis endeavors to analyze the 

May constitution and the Act of State Independence itself. It aims to analyze its content, 

symbolism, and consequences for further development. In the conclusion of the thesis, the 

impacts on Crimean-Ukrainian relations and the reasons of rejecting the constitution are 

summarized. 


