Abstract

This thesis analyses the American policy of sustaining freedom of navigation on the seas
through its Freedom of Navigation Program (FON Program). It analyses Freedom
of Navigation Operations (FONOPs) as a means of maintain the current system of the law of
the sea as put forth by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. (UNCLOS) The
thesis deals with law of the sea history, it also describes and analyses the Convention itself.
Another topic discussed is the unique position of United States as a power guaranteeing the
current regime of the seas, while staying out of the provision of UNCLOS. The thesis analyses
the American debate about joining the Convention and analyses the consequences of American
absence as a party to the treaty. The FON Program and FONOPs in the South China Sea are
thoroughly analysed by the thesis. The South China Sea is a troubled region suffering from
excessive maritime claims of local states. These claims are closely connected to the
militarization of the region. The People’s Republic of China is an important force as a rising
power striving for the position of a regional hegemon. The thesis describes, how FONOPs are
conducted and it observes, how they are received by the target states. The thesis is set in the
South China Sea region between October 2015 and May 2017. It concludes that FON Program
has a major role in sustaining freedom of navigation. Thanks to FONOPs, excessive maritime

claims are identified and American policy of not yielding to such claims is demonstrated.



