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In her bachelor work, Ms. JenisStova offers an accurate and comprehensible view the
pedagogic philosophy of John Dewey and its insights both practical and pragmatic.
She successfully draws comparisons between the life and times in which Dewey
wrote and the current situation in the Czech Republic. She then interviewed 12
teachers currently working in Czech public schools, in order to analyze the potential
compatibility between actual (boots on the ground, we Americans would say) work
happening in Czech schools, and the ideas that informed the ‘Laboratory schools’
founded and run by John Dewey. The purpose of this study is clearly stated: “John
Dewey was one of many specialists who had to face many problems similar to those
we need to solve today. We can find useful inspirations in his ideas. These are
reasons why this essay considers Dewey's point of view.”

Dewey’s view is, of course, considerably larger than can be covered in this, or any
bachelor’s thesis. The strength of Ms. JeniStova’s academic skills can be discerned in
the manner in which she focuses on singular elements of Dewey’s work, and draws
these into the context of the current situation in Czech schools and society. Strictly
speaking, of course, there is so much more that could be said, and this thesis does
suffer from brevity (as do all bachelor’s works), and an opposition to this thesis
would rightly question Ms. JeniStova’s choice of focus. For example, her emphasis of
the origin of Dewey’s pragmatism within the social context of the man’s lived
experience is both incomplete (it largely ignores the previous generation of
Pragmatic thinkers, James, Peirce, et. al.,, who originated the philosophy that Dewey
expanded) and slightly out of focus (from the view of Pragmatism - which argues
that both being and knowing are necessarily a posteriori such that a priori
questions, questions that seek ‘an’ origin, are rationally unanswerable). So too,
were I to oppose this thesis, | would argue that Ms. JeniStova places insufficient
emphasis on the role played by selection (in the biological sense) in both social
change and epistemic growth, as well as experience itself and also Dewey’s
accounting of all such phenomena.

And yet this also points to the skill Ms. JeniStova brings to her work: within a
necessarily foreshortened study, she emphasizes precisely those elements of
Dewey’s pedagogy which speak most directly to the attitudes, presumptions, and
behavior of teachers within the Czech school system. Her comparison between
Dewey’s view, and that of ].F. Herbart is quite useful in furthering the reader’s grasp
of the conflicts that are ongoing within Czech society, and made plain by the
behavior of Czech teachers. Her interviews with Czech teachers leaves us with both
yet greater understanding of the issues involved, and also a call for further change
(adaptation, to use the Darwinian term) - or perhaps, simply recognition of the fact



of change so as to allow the adaptation that is already happening to settle in, become
‘normal’ (or at the very least, normative).

It is precisely as Dewey argues, and Ms. JeniStova usefully and correctly cites:

For Dewey, it is “the very nature of life to strive to continue in being.
Since this continuance can be secured only by constant renewals, life
is a self-renewing process. What nutrition and reproduction are to
physiological life, education is to social life.”

Here is the center of both Dewey’s pedagogy, and of the value that this pedagogy can
bring to the (necessarily ongoing) renewal of Czech society and schools. It is my own
opinion that Czechia needs renewed expertise in Dewey’s pedagogy (as this thesis
makes clear), and that Ms. JeniStova may well become such an expert. Certainly this
thesis is a clear indicator of her current (as of yet not fully realized) academic skill,
the accuracy of her understanding of the object of her study (Dewey’s pedagogy), as
well as her future potential at renewing that understanding to come into a fuller
ability to use Dewey’s past notions as a source of origination of her own.

Considering the scope of this thesis, the breadth of the material covered, and the
competence with which the author grounds her scholarship, I find this a truly
excellent bachelor’s work.
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Ve své bakalarské praci pani JeniStova nabizi presny a srozumitelny pohled na
pedagogickou filozofii Johna Deweyho a jeho praktické a pragmatické poznatky. Ona
uspésné porovnava zivot a Casy, ve kterych napsal Dewey, a souc¢asnou situaci v
Ceské republice. Dotazovala se 12 uiteldi, ktefi v soucasné dobé pracuji v ¢eskych
verejnych Skolach, aby analyzovali potencialni kompatibilitu mezi skute¢nymi (boty
na zemi, jak bychom Americané tikali), prace probihajici v ¢eskych skolach a
napady, které informovaly "Laboratorni $koly" ¥izen Johnem Deweyem. U¢elem této
studie je jasné uvedeno: "John Dewey byl jednim z mnoha odbornik, ktefi museli
¢elit mnoha problémim podobnym tém, které dnes potrebujeme vyresit. V jeho
myslenkach miiZeme najit uzite¢né inspirace. To jsou dlivody, proc tato esej zvazuje
nazor Deweyho. "

Deweylv pohled je samoziejmé mnohem vétsi, nez je mozné v tomto nebo v
jakékoliv bakalatské praci. Sila akademickych dovednosti pani JeniStové lze
rozeznat zplisobem, jakym se zaméruje na jedinecné prvky dila Deweyho, a Cerpa je
do kontextu soucasné situace v Ceskych Skolach a spolecnosti. Prisné receno,



existuje samoziejmé jesté tolik, co lze Fici, a tato prace trpi strucnosti (stejné jako
vSechny bakalarské prace) a opozice této prace by spravné zpochybnila vybér pani
Jenistové. Napriklad jeji dliraz na plivod pragmatismu Deweyho v ramci
spolecenského kontextu Zilého zaZitku ¢lovéka je nedplny (do znacné miry ignoruje
piredchozi generaci pragmatickych mysliteld Jamese Peirce a kol., Ktef{ vytvorili
filozofii, kterou Dewey rozsiril ) a mirné neostré (z pohledu pragmatismu - ktery
argumentuje, Ze jak byt, tak i védomi jsou nutné a posteriori takovy, Ze a priori
otazky, otazky, které hledaji "ptivod", jsou raciondlné neodpovédné). Také jsem se
postavil proti této diplomové praci, tvrdil bych, Ze pani JenisStova nedava dostatecny
dtraz na roli vybéru (v biologickém smyslu) jak v socidlnich zménach, tak v
epistemickém riistu, stejné jako samotné zkuSenosti a také v Deweyoveé ucetnictvi
vSechny tyto jevy.

A presto to poukazuje i na dovednost, kterou dava Jenistova k jeji praci: v ramci
nezbytné zkracené studie zdlraznuje prave ty prvky Deweyho pedagogiky, které
nejvice hovofi o postojich, domnénkach a chovani uciteli v ¢eském Skolském
systému. Jeji srovnani mezi nazorem Deweyho a nazorem ].F. Herbarta je pomérné
uzite¢né v tom, jak ¢tenar porozumél konfliktim, které probihaji v ¢eské
spolec¢nosti, a zdlraznil chovani ¢eskych uciteld. Jeji rozhovory s ¢eskymi uciteli
nam zanechavaji jesté vétsi pochopeni danych otazek, a také vyzvu k dalS$i zméné
(ptizptisobeni, pouziti darwinského vyrazu) - nebo snad jednoduse rozpoznat
zménu tak, aby to umoznilo piizplisobeni, ktera se jiZ usazuje, se stava "normalnim"
(nebo prinejmensim normativnim).

Je to presné tak, jak tvrdi Dewey, a pani JeniStova uZzite¢né a spravné cituje:

Pro Dewey je "samou podstatou Zivota snazit se pokracovat v byti. JelikoZ toto
pokracovani miize byt zajisténo pouze neustalymi obnovami, Zivot je
samoobnovujici proces. Jaka vyZiva a reprodukce jsou pro fyziologicky Zivot,
vzdélani je pro spoleCensky Zivot. "

Zde je centrum Deweyovy pedagogiky a hodnoty, které tato pedagogika miize
prinést k (nezbytné probihajici) obnové ¢eské spole¢nosti a $kol. Myslim si, Ze Ceska
republika potiebuje v Deweyové pedagogice obnovit odborné znalosti (jak je ziejmé
v této diplomové praci) a Ze pani JeniStova by se mohla stat takovym odbornikem.
Jisté tato diplomova prace je jasnym ukazatelem jejiho sou¢asného (dosud ne zcela
realizovaného) akademického dovednosti, presnosti jejtho porozuméni predmétu
jejiho studia (Deweyho pedagogika) a také jejiho budouciho potencialu obnovit toto
chapani plnéjsi schopnost vyuzivat Deweyovy minulé pojmy jako zdroj svého
vzniku.

Vzhledem k rozsahu této diplomové prace, Siroké sifi materialu a kompetence, s nizZ
autorka zaloZila své stipendium, povaZuji to za opravdu vynikajici bakalarskou
praci.



