The theme of this thesis is attitude of the Communist Party and Czechoslovak totalitarian
regime to Zionism in 1947-1957. The main aim of the archive research was to map gradual
change of the communist regime from its position of the supporter of Zionism to that one of
convinced anti-Zionism (nearly to anti-Semitism). Support of Zionism was primarily
presented by help to the nascent state of Israel in 1947-1949. The evidence is given by the
role of Czechoslovakia at meetings of the United Nations General Assembly in 1947 and its
role as a member of United Nations Special Committee on Palestine. Furthermore, supplies of
military equipment to Israel, diplomatic support, demographic support and training of Jewish
brigade in Czechoslovak territory in 1948. Gradual change to anti-Zionist position at the end
of 1940s and beginning of 1950s is illustrated with complicated negotiations on economic
cooperation and with interfering of the regime in running of Jewish religious communities and
Zionist organisations. During the first half of 1950s the support turned into downright
opposition and lead in a diplomatic quarrel caused by the Slansky trial which had definitely
anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist dimension. Utterly anti-Zionist position of the regime is also
supported with further politically motivated trials — first of all the trial of Israeli diplomats
Simon Ornstein and Mordechaj Oren and trials related to Zlatd Husa Operation and Dana

Operation.



