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Posuzovaná oblast Zvažovaná kritéria  Zvažovan

á kritéria 

Body (0-5)  

1. Odborný kontext Orientace v pojednávané problematice, odborné zázemí a širší přehled o disciplíně, 

znalost a uplatnění odborné terminologie, reprezentativnost a aktuálnost použité 
odborné literatury, variabilita odborných zdrojů a schopnost jejich syntézy 

3 

2.  Výzkum Stanovení a splnění cílů, formulace hypotéz, vhodnost a relevance metod a 
zvolených postupů, jasnost formulace a interpretace závěrů práce  

3 

3. Struktura a forma Přehlednost struktury, členění, řazení a proporčnost kapitol a oddílů, návaznost a 

provázanost textu, konzistentnost úpravy práce, odpovídající rozsah práce, 
poznámkový aparát, adekvátnost a provedení příloh, odpovídající úroveň citační 

praxe  

3 

4. Jazyková úroveň Celková úroveň jazykového projevu, přesnost, rozmanitost a čtivost formulací, 

absence gramatických, lexikálních a pravopisných nedostatků, úroveň odborného 

stylu  

3 

5. Věcná správnost a 

přesvědčivost 

Hloubka a kvalita provedených analýz, faktická, věcná a obsahová správnost, 

podloženost, aktuálnost přístupů, schopnost argumentace a kritického myšlení, 

schopnost náležitě formulovat a interpretovat zjištění  

3 

6. Originalita Přínos práce, samostatnost zpracování, původnost myšlenek, kreativita a zaujetí 

danou problematikou, možnosti dalšího rozvíjení, celková náročnost a pracnost, 
potenciál práce (navázání na výzkum či aplikace jeho výstupů v praxi)  

3 

 

 

Celkové zhodnocení práce (včetně kritických výhrad):  
This work explores an extremely interesting topic, of great contemporary interest, as its author puts it 

“human-animal relationship is becoming immensely popular in philosophical, academic and political circles” 

(p. 8). She chooses to explore the issue of animals in three disparate works by South African author and 

Nobel laureate J.M. Coetzee, a novel, Disgrace, a short story, 'The Old Woman and the Cats' and a 

metafictional, philosophical novella, The Lives of Animals. That the author chose three such different works 

indicates that she is most interested in analysing content rather than formal qualities, and indeed the whole 

issue of animal rights and the changing relationship between humans and animals is at the centre of the 

thesis.  

In the introduction, the author maps out an ambitious concept for the thesis; first an overview of the history 

of western attitudes to animals, including the extent to which, in modern times, 'speciesism' has been likened 

to racism and sexism, an analysis of the selected works, an overview of Coetzee's career and the political 

situation in South Africa, an analysis of “animal imagery functioning for educational purposes” (p.9) and 

also promises that the “question whether Coetzee embeds own ethical and political stance into his fiction will 

be examined and discussed” (p. 9). The ambition is admirable, but there is a sense of lack of focus in this 

collection of aims, and this lack of focus is an undermining issue in what is in many ways a rich and 



interesting piece of work. 

The theoretical overview of the history of human attitudes to animals is interesting in many ways, but is 

unnecessarily long and often of dubious relevance (as the author states “The most significant changes, 

however, took place during the second half of the 20th century” (p. 10) it seems unjustified to trawl through 

human-animal relations from ancient Greece, through the Renaissance, Enlightenment, 18th and 19th 

centuries). And even when this overview contains interesting theoretical discussion, e.g. Tester's formulation 

of the “Demand for Similitude” and the “Demand for Difference”, this is not referred to at all in the practical 

part.   

Coetzee is an extremely nuanced and elusive author, and the author mentions a number of areas of 

controversy relating to him and his work – the extent to which he expresses his own views in his works, the 

way in which he presents post-apartheid South Africa, and the comparisons of animal suffering to the 

Holocaust in this work (expressed through the Elizabeth Costello character). The author frequently mentions 

that these areas are controversial, but does not really rehearse the reasons for the controversies, or present a 

fuller picture of the arguments, and often the issues are not discussed very clearly. On the extent to which 

Coetzee's ideas are presented in his works (if one accepts that this is of interest in the first place), the author 

writes on p. 43, “Through the characters of his stories, Coetzee points out ethical issues, although his own 

stance on them remains unexpressed.” and on the same page writes “Although uttered by Elizabeth in the 

novella, these lines were first pronounced by Coetzee himself at Princeton University during his lecture in a 

series of lectures called “The Tanner Lectures on Human Value”, and one may wonder if Elizabeth may be 

speaking on behalf of her creator, an ambiguity for which Coetzee is often criticised.” On the subject of 

Coetzee's presentation of South Africa, the author writes “The objectivity of Coetzee’s presentation of post-

apartheid South Africa, however, could be a subject of debate.” (p. 65), although she does not give any real 

expression to the complexities of that debate, other than report the ANC's accusations. On the use of 

Holocaust comparisons, the author devotes a great deal of the practical part of the thesis referring to this, 

often repeating the same points (pps 43, 44, 46, 48, 49, 52, 54, 58, 59), though without giving due 

consideration to the complexities of the debate. Instead of analysing the arguments she seems to feel that at 

heart the issue is rather basic, “the parallel between animal farms and the Holocaust may seem somewhat too 

crude. Yet this form might be effective, provided that the point was at least to make the audience and the 

readers consider the problem of the ethical treatment of factory animals”. (p. 52), which seems to be at odds 

with her acknowledgement of the sophistication and nuance of Coetzee writing. The closer analysis of the 

works, in terms of considering, e.g. 'Animals as the Basis for Figures of Speech' (Ch. 3.2) is also 

disappointing because rather unfocussed, and often there is a contradiction in the points made. E.g. at one 

point the author refers to Lurie's rape of Melanie as an example of predatory imagery showing that Lurie to 

an extent seemed to identify with animals (p.60 ), yet later, uses the language in which the rape is described 

to suggest that animal imagery is particularly used to illustrate victims, “It was also found out that animals in 

J. M. Coetzee’s work often function as a bridge that relates the aspects of animal abuse to that of other 

human beings. This is prominent especially in the language Coetzee uses, for example in Disgrace where 

animal tropes are used for labelling weak or humiliated humans, e.g. Melanie depicted as a meek, silent, 

rabbit while David is raping her” (p. 71). This second example omits the earlier description of David as the 

fox who has the rabbit (Melanie) in his jaws. In short, the textual analysis throws up some interesting points 

but is often muddled in focus.  

One very minor point – when she writes that “It is important to note that hunting and angling remains an 

expression of human social status (Kruuk 79-89) (p. 70), it is not entirely true as angling is an extremely 

democratic sport, e.g. it is the biggest participation sport in the UK (though admittedly fishing has a class 

hierarchy of 'game' and 'coarse' fishing). 

This thesis makes some very interesting points and shows extensive knowledge of the topic. She also writes 

with great fluency and expressiveness.  One feels, however, that a clear structuring of the material is missing, 

and because of the many aims of the author, there is a lack of focus and yet also at times a rather simplifying 

approach, e.g. considering Coetzee's 'didactic' aims. But on the whole, the work shows a great passion for the 

topic, a compassionate approach, and a breadth of reading on what is an ambitious and complex topic, and I 

do not hesitate to recommend it for acceptance. 

 

Témata a náměty k diskusi při obhajobě:  

1. Does the author think that Tester's formulation of the “Demand for Similitude” and the “Demand for 

Difference” could illuminate any aspect of Coetzee's work? 

2. Does the author think that trying to discover the extent to which the ethical views expressed in his 

works are Coetzee's own is important? 



3. What are some of the specific arguments raised against the comparison of Holocaust/animal 

suffering. 
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1. Bodové hodnocení na škále 1-5 (5 bodů maximum), 0 bodů z jedné či více posuzovaných oblastí automaticky znamená, že práce není doporučena k obhajobě. vedoucího 

práce oponenta  

2, Výsledná známka zahrnuje hodnocení posudku vedoucího práce, hodnocení posudku oponenta a hodnocení výkonu studenta v průběhu obhajoby. doporučuji 

nedoporučuji k obhajobě  


