
ABSTRACT 

This thesis deals with the essential aspects of the local referendum as a widely used 

complement of representative democracy and with the particular forms it appears in the Czech 

and Slovenian legal orders. 

The main objectives of this thesis are following: describing Czech and Slovenian legal 

regulations concerning the local referendum in detail, exploring certain areas of its practical 

use and finally concluding whether there is any significant difference in the way these two 

countries, that share similar experience historically and of the recent years too, approach 

direct democracy and the institute of the local referendum in particular. 

The body of the thesis is made up of nine chapters. In the first chapter Introduction I 

clarify what led me to focus on the respective issues. The second chapter Idea of Direct 

Democracy tackles the origins and the essence of direct democracy, its potential to be used in 

the modern world and also briefly describes those institutes of direct democracy that are used 

in the Czech and Slovenian practice. The third chapter Referendum in general classifies 

individual types of referendums. In the fourth chapter Local referendum in the Czech 

Republic, we can find an exhaustive description of the Czech legal regulation of the local 

referendum, analysis of the data available on this topic, as well as an examination of the case 

law of the Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic and the Supreme Administrative Court 

of the Czech Republic addressing the same subject matter. The fifth chapter Local referendum 

in Slovenia copies the structure of the previous chapter, except that this time the object is the 

Slovenian legal order and case law. The sixth chapter Conclusion brings the text to its end 

while trying to identify the most significant differences between both theoretical and practical 

aspects of the local referendum in the Czech Republic and Slovenia. The seventh chapter 

Bibliography lists sources that I drew from. The last two chapters Summary and keywords and 

Abstract and keywords are just formal details necessary to meet the academic standards. 


