
Abstract 

This diploma thesis deals with the surveillance and private data protection. The first part 

brings into the focus the theoretical definition of surveillance and the areas in which it is applied. 

Important role in this thesis has also it´s historical development. For example there will be 

introduced the historical resolution according to David Lyon to premodern, modern and 

postmodern surveillance, Michel Foucault´s view on the surveillance of the state over it´s 

citizens or society of control of Gilles Deleuze. The second part of this thesis will move to 

concepts as personal data and their protection. I will define what privacy and personal data 

means and what is it´s value to each of us. This thesis will continue with current legal aspects 

not only in the Czech Republic but within whole European union. As the next important topic 

will follow the new regulation of European Union dealing with personal data, so called GDPR 

that comes into the force next year and it´s possible benefits for contemporary situation. The 

result of this thesis is to provide the insight into the development of surveillance in the society 

and define it in the areas where it is implied but primarily find out to what extent is this 

surveillance entitled and where it´s limits are. Another aim of this thesis is also to asses the 

extent of protection of personal data in the Czech republic and European union. It is connected 

with acceptance of mentioned new regulation that should fill up the potential gaps and it will 

show if it contributes to today‘s society in the field of personal data protection.  

 


