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Evaluation 

Major criteria: 

The thesis investigates an interesting topic of right wing Instagram visuals 

depicting women. The topic originally combines a growing perspective of visual 

analysis with gender aspects in a specific radical environment. It is also important 

to note that right wing radicals belong among the first revisionist movement 

exploiting the potential of the Internet since the mid-1990s. 

The theoretical component starts quite widely referring to the technology – art 

reproduction debate classically introduced by Benjamin. This debate can be related 

to the topic but rather focuses on art and propaganda. That said, there is the entire 

STS field that could provide general background for this research (even if it does 

not appear necessary). 

Despite the relative novelty there are some resources that could be added to the 

literature review (most notably Zelin or Winter). Additionally, there is Hansen´s 

pioneering work/project on images in IR. 

From the methodological perspective, the thesis reveals a very careful data 

mining/selection process. I especially appreciate the quality control process that 

Elise applied when finalising the sample. 

Nevertheless, my major critical comment is related to the actual analysis. First, it 

would be valuable to read a bit more about the visual content analysis that is 

promised as the principal methodology. Also, as it is often the case with discursive 

methodologies, the debate on visual content analysis would provide a relevant 

theoretical background and selection and legitimisation of the categories would 

work as conceptualisation/operationalisation. The point here is that the thesis 

conventionally categorizes the visuals (visual discourses) rather than performs real 

visual content analysis based on themes (some of the applied categories are potent 

– those looking at traditions or anti-feminist motives) that would offer discourse-

based categorisation working as a foundation for interpretation. 

This, however, does not mean that the results of the analysis are not relevant nor 

interesting. The findings nicely reveal some gender-oriented observations that, o 

the other hand, remind reader that the gender aspect could have been stressed a bit 

more in the theoretical framework.  
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Minor criteria: 

The thesis reads very well, the resource base is rather satisfactory (quite 
heavy reliance on single sources) 

Overall evaluation: 

Suggested grade:  

Very good 

Signature: dr. Vít Střítecký 

 

  


