
 
 

Abstract:  

This anthropological research is about people with visual impairment, focusing primarily 

through the perspective of power and empowerment (Bourdieu, 1986; Foucault, 2000; Chamberlin, 

1997), stigmatization (Goffmann, 2003) and standard on ways in which individuals with visual 

impairment negotiate and redefine their position in different areas of life. 

Impairment is by the majority perceived as a disease, which is not easy to define. It is a kind 

of spectrum (Holčík, Koupilová, 2004) and this thesis is based on the premise that the concepts of 

health, illness and impairment (and disability) are all cultural products that are partly determined 

by structures and shaped by both economic, social and political factors as well as historical 

development of the company (Craddock, 2000). 

For the purposes of this work, there are differentiated areas of family, partnership, interests, 

work and education. The research sees language as a part of the symbolic power (Bourdieu, 1991) 

and methods of empowerment (Chamberlin, 1997) of individuals with visual impairment. Mainly 

with the help of the concept of biopower (Foucault, 2000) and symbolic order and violence 

(Bourdieu, 2000), it shows the strategies of negotiating the power hierarchy in society. It turns out 

that a main role in negotiating between a visually disabled individual and the environment has the 

majority view of the norm of physical health, which is connected with the full humanity and from 

which these individuals are excluded (Kolářová, 2012). This exclusion is manifested in different 

ways and intensity in different areas of life. Individuals with visual impairment are creating 

different strategies in different contexts to redefine these situations and their own position. Their 

support networks are very important, some also emphasize their individuality and difference from 

"normal" disabled, or try to redefine their position, for example, by excellence in a certain area or 

through activities that they are not able to do. 

Research, through observation and interviews, seeks to understand the everyday life of 

individuals with visual disability and to see their perceptions and strategies of negotiating their 

position in society. 
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