
Abstract 

The topic of the thesis is the connection of the renowned bard and writer William 

Shakespeare with the Law. The thesis points out some of the most interesting legal 

remarks, which can be found during the course of the study of the Shakespeare’s texts.  

The aim of the thesis is to broaden the knowledge of the depth of Shakespeare’s 

plays, romances and sonnets and their legal connotation that never ceases to amaze both 

the general public, and the readers of legal education.  

The thesis is prefaced by the treatise regarding the connection of the law with the 

literature through the Law and Literature movement. The following chapter notes reasons 

why is it appropriate to study literary texts for the practice of legal professions, namely in 

the connection to the courts’ decisions. Decisions of the US Supreme Court and the 

Czech Constitutional Court are mentioned in the thesis.  

In the following lines the author notes the issues one might face while translating 

the Shakespeare’s remarks, especially those of legal connotation ; and mentions 

some of Shakespeare’s law-related remarks.  

A notable portion of the thesis deals with three plays and their law-related 

contents. In the passage regarding the comedy Measure for Measure, Shakespeare’s 

interest in a topic that is still actual nowadays is pointed out – the struggle between the 

toughness of laws and the mercy and equity. In the analysis of the tragedy Othello the 

importance of law-ridden court proceedings is accentuated. The comedy Merchant of 

Venice summarises controversies which this piece of work provokes in the minds of 

lawyers. The author mentions four of Shakespeare’s Sonnets in the last chapter of the 

thesis.  

 


