
The aim of the paper is both to outline the methodology of digitizing Old and Middle English
dictionaries as well as to describe its successful implementation. It is argued that the digitization of
old dictionaries is generally desirable, because it increases accessibility of valuable resources, which
may be the only way of presenting their data to a wider audience. The paper first briefly and
comprehensively surveys the field of Old & Middle English lexicographical resources, comparing in
greater detail the most promising candidates for digitization. Possible and desirable features of a
digitized dictionary are then explored and on that basis An Anglo-Saxon Dictionary of J. Bosworth &
T. N. Toller is chosen for the digitization project itself. All the phases of the digitization are then
described: scanning, character recognition, hand-corrections, data preparation and application
development. The current state of the Bosworth-Toller digitization project is explained and presented,
while two major suggestions are made for its future development: the re-tagging of its data and the
development of a morphological analyser of Old English.


