
At the end of 1990s, the Russian state eroded, losing its power and the ability to perform 

elementary functions of government. The process of the “wild privatisation” of state-owned 

property during 1990s favored certain oligarchic groups, the state itself lost its possibility to 

create any meaningful long-term strategy. With hindsight it’s hardly possible to consider 

President Jeltsin's era a big success.

After Vladimir Putin became the President of the Russian Federation, the situation in the 

country has changed fundamentally. Russian economy is getting stronger, peoples" pride of 

being Russians is growing and Russia is ready again to be one of the decisive participants in the 

world politics at the beginning of the 21st century. Author is deeply convinced that it wouldn’t 

be objective to consider the present situation in international relations to be „unipolar“ despite 

of some states1 efforts to do so. Russia is ready to promote its idea of multipolarism -  the role of 

the United Nations is viewed as a keystone of present and future world politics. To promote 

such ideas, Russian Federation had to strengthen its positions in „near abroad“ - from the point 

of view of the Russian foreign policy strategy, the consolidation of Russia's influential positions 

in the post-soviet space was a must in the connection of following efforts to influence the world 

politics scheme globally.

The Russian Federation, the country with the biggest natural gas reserves and the second 

biggest oil production in the world, is going to play the decisive role in European Union's 

energy supplies in next decades. It creates a lot of chances for the deep and profitable 

cooperation between Russia and states of EU. Keeping in mind that the position of EU as a 

whole in case of the energy consumption is going to be relatively lower on behalf of nev ¡y 

arising great powers of Asia, it should be not surprising that Russia is trying to meet the 

demands of these new powers. The energy security of European Union is definitely not fully 

secured yet.

This work consisting of six main parts is trying to describe the position of Russian 

Federation at the beginning of the 21st century. At the end of this work, some attempts to make 

predictions about Russia were made.


