
RESUME

My intention was to foreshadow the construct o f the re-émigré’s self perception/self 

depiction as a way o f setting up a framework within which each individual operates. 

Based on analysis o f interviews with individual re-émigrés, I attempted to establish 

individual identifying categories which gave rise to such a framework.

The central interest o f the study was the analysis the act o f the re-emigration, the return 

home, the return to motherland.

Nevertheless, the act o f return exists as a direct consequence of many earlier life 

(changing) (dominant) events, including the emigration itself. I considered it essential to 

make such events an integral part o f my investigation (study). In this context, I have

considered it essential to interrogate the act o f ‘homecoming’ with the initial act of

emigration, o f going to exile, o f the ‘escape’.

The testimonies o f individual respondents indicated most clearly the key/central role 

played by the family and its influence, not just on the émigré him/herself, but in the wider 

context o f family background,(cultural)roots, familial orientations, customs and 

conventions. The family was the one constant category which runs through the entire life 

cycle, forming the foundation o f the individual’s social situations and essentially 

underpins their context.

The further category of key significance is the language, the language as means of

communication, as a bridge to achieving new aspirations, but also the language as one of

the greatest and most difficult barriers/obstacles to be overcome.

It is the process o f the return itself that formed the central theme o f my work/research. I 

attempted to map out the way o f perceiving the return and what was the core meaning of 

the return for my respondents. I investigated the links between the return to the homeland 

as a way o f re-creating the desired sense o f belonging, o f the longing for re-capturing the 

time lost and re-connecting of continuity.

I also marked how these returns were perceived by the Czech population (at home) and 

their reactions.

The return itself was an act o f free will, a decision which not imposed. As such, it was a 

decision arrived at gradually, just like the process o f the return itself unfolded gradually. 

The re-émigré tested the situation in the Czech Republic in stages, as a way of verifying 

own expectations; after all, it was not a return to ‘terra incognita’. So much greater was 

then the re-émigré surprise at the discovery of the insurmountable chasm that existed
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between them and those Czechs who had never left their land, resulting in a sense o f the 

re-émigré’s rootless ness.

I believe I succeeded in capturing the significant characteristic o f the re-émigré, while 

capturing some key conditions and, at times, delved into the depth o f the very human 

motivations. Inevitably, many other themes worthy of investigation in their own right 

emerged....That is a topic for another time.
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