
Abstract 

The thesis seeks to analyse intellectual discourses that both refer to the social question and 

anticipate its solution. The thesis particularly focuses on the last decades of the nineteenth century 

and regards the German and Czech cultural area as its delineation. The formation of normative 

ideas about the optimal social development by means of the symbolic power of the scientific 

language and through the bourgeoise value system is the author’s fundamental concern. The 

questioning is based on the theoretical approaches of Michel Foucault and Reinhart Koselleck, thus 

the language of the sources is understood in poststructuralist terms as both descriptive and 

performative. The author describes how the temporality mode was conceived in the nineteenth 

century and reads emerging public discourses about the negative aspects of the economic and social 

change within this context. The backbone of the thesis constitutes the analysis of the primary 

sources which are comprised of statistical, sociological or sociohistorical research conducted by 

social scientists, predominantly by economists. 
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