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Master´s Thesis Review 
 

Student´s name and surname: Stephen White 

Title of the thesis: Integration and the Eurofighter: Harmonising Britain and Europe 

 Reviewer´s name and surname:   Jan Koura 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Heuristic (please, evaluate by grade 1, 2, 3, 4 – in case of grading  3 and 4 the reviewer is 

obliged formulate critical points) 

1.1 Evaluation of the selection of literature and sources  2 

1.2 Complexity of used sources from the perspective of the state of the art  2 

 

Short evaluation: 

The thesis is a contribution to the relationship between technology and integration. The author 

used the Eurofighter Typhoon project as an example of historiographical debate on the British 

identity. Eurofighter was mostly British project, but the other states were involved (Spain, 

France, Italy and Germany). The author used particularly British sources (debates in British 

Parliament; British newspapers etc.) to demonstrate the relationship between Europe and the 

United Kingdom, however, for the complex analyses, the perception of the Eurofighter project 

in other participating states would be required.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Research problem and its solution (please, evaluate by grade 1, 2, 3, 4 – in case of 

grading  3 and 4 the reviewer is obliged formulate critical points) 

2.1  Choice of the formulation of the research issue respects the task given 

to the student 

 1 

2.2  The relevance of the goal  from the perspective of research area 

methodology 

 2 
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Short evaluation: 

White focused on the British political and public discourses on the Eurofighter project over the 

long period of time (from 1980s). Although he omits some sources (more theoretical literature 

regarding national identities would be welcomed), the used methodology (following studies of 

Johan Schott and Judith Schueler who focused on the role of technologies in construction of 

collective identities) is appropriate and his argumentation is relevant. 

  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Thesis´ structure evaluation (please, evaluate by grade 1, 2, 3, 4 – in case of grading  3 

and 4 the reviewer is obliged formulate critical points) 

3.1 Is the structure of the thesis logical?  1 

3.2 Does the thesis´structure work along the methodology and methods 

declared in the introduction   

 1 

 

Short evaluation: 

The structure of the thesis is logical and follows methodology declared in the introduction.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

   

4. Quality of analysis and interpretation (please, evaluate by grade 1, 2, 3, 4 – in case of 

grading  3 and 4 the reviewer is obliged formulate critical points) 

4.1 Analysis of sources and literature  1 

4.2 Interpretation of sources and literature in their interaction  1 

 

Short evaluation: 

White proved his analytical skills and critical thinking mainly in the third chapter (Identity in 

Eurofighter Media Discourse). On the examples of the Daily Mail and the Guardian articles, he 

follows British public debates in regard to the Eurofighter project. He places great emphasis on 

how British newspapers omitted “Euro” element of the project as well as on symbolism used in 

public discourse. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Quality of the text (please, evaluate by grade 1, 2, 3, 4 – in case of grading  3 and 4 the 

reviewer is obliged formulate critical points) 

 

5.1 Style and grammar  1 

5.2 Use of terminology  1 

 

Short evaluation: 

The text is cohesive and well-written. The author used appropriate terminology. 

 

 

6. Synthetic evaluation ( 500 signs): 

The White’s thesis is highly topical and contributes to the current debates on British identity. 

On the example of the Eurofighter project, the author demonstrates the complicated relationship 

between Britain and Europe linking technology and the co-construction of national identities. 

He demonstrates how the Eurofighter failed to harmonise British and European identity and 

how it distanced from the original objectives. It was not easy for White to covered political and 

public discourses over a long period of time (from 1980s), but he succeeded in fulfilment of his 

goals. Following authors studying the European integration through the lens of technology, his 

thesis is a valuable contribution to the formation of national identities in Europe. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Questions and comments which should the candidate answer and discuss during the 

defense: 

 

The Eurofighter was a multinational collaboration project among the United Kingdom, 

Germany, France, Italy and Spain. Briefly outline the perception of the project in other states 

(mainly in Germany), including political and public discourses. 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Suggested grade: 1 (excellent)   

 

 

 

Date:   8th June 2017         Signature: Jan Koura 

 

 


