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Nóra Abdel-Salam decided to pursue his research in the very topical field: the study of 

migrations within the space of contemporary Central-Eastern Europe. While the mass media 

present unceasingly the problem of immigration form non-European regions to Europe, for 

the development of Central European countries the outmigration of their citizens presents a 

much more considerable problem. Concretely, Nóra chose two Central European countries 

that in 2004 joined the European Union, and on the reactions of their inhabitants as well as the 

government representatives to the opening of the borders and the (perceived) economic and 

socio-cultural possibilities abroad. 

 

She did not decide for the method of qualitative research, trying to analyze in depth 

the testimonies of individual migrants. Such approach, while often rendering invaluable 

insights into the motivations of the participants of historical processes themselves and their 

own perception of the events, necessarily brings about results that are fragmentary and only 

with difficulties reducible to generalizations. Instead, Nóra aimed at depicting the problem of 

migrations within the broader context of the important socio-economic and political 

transformation of the decades after 1989.  

 

Initially she focused on the four “Visegrad” countries; but as this proved too vast and 

unconceivable, she decided to narrow her research considerably and realize the comparison of 

the Czech Republic and Hungary. Besides, she announced her interest in one specific group of 

migrants – the young adults. For this research, a wide array of quantitative sources (especially 

official statistics of various kinds) was used, as well as the legal documentation that helped 

her to trace the changes in the official posture towards out- and immigration to and from the 

respective countries. As the phenomena studied are rather recent, there was just a limited 

amount of secondary literature, but the author was able to use results of some sociological 

analyses. 

 

 The quantitative approach certainly has its advantages. Even though the comparison is 

still asymmetrical (a fact that the author does not withhold), the use of statistics to a certain 

degree counterbalanced the fact that Nóra does not read in Czech. Also, it made possible to 

sketch her analysis in broader contours, to follow up trends that could be perceived only with 

difficulty by individual participants of the migration processes – the most important of those 

being the transfer of migration outflow from Germany and Austria to the United Kingdom.  

On the other hand, the aspect of personal choice, of personal story is more difficult to grasp, 

the more so, because the corpus of the work is clearly descriptive. The author in the first place 

assembled, ordered and evaluated the factual information.  

 

Still, there is a story emerging behind the hard data. Striking is the divergence among 

the Czech and Hungarian case, interpreted with respect to the socio-geographical 

preconditions as well as diverging political situations. Nóra did not escape a certain 

“personalization” of studied societies, in some moments a too generalizing view of events and 

processes, but certainly the results of her work can be used as basis for further study. (The 

paradoxical fact that just as the thesis was completed, the impact of Brexit to not only the 



migration processes was starting to be debated by sociologists and politologists, is not 

mentioned by the author, but implicitly present. This might, of course, reflect in another shift 

in the migration.) 

 

 The youth migrants, albeit announced in the title of the thesis, are not very strongly 

present. It seems that the author was in a sense overwhelmed by the data. There is not one 

single chapter devoted to this specific problem, even though it is being mentioned in every 

one of them. It seems clear from the research that it would be a mistake to isolate the youth 

migrants from the corpus of population flows, that there is no clear-cut dividing line between 

them and the rest of population. But at the same time there are some important points 

addressed in the thesis: be it the problem of brain drain, or on the other hand of the 

outmigration of youth lacking education and driven with the (often false) hope of easy 

increase in their standard of living. Interesting is the overview of various governmental 

programs, some of them focused specifically on young people, aiming and reverting or 

redirecting the trends in outmigration. However, the strong belief of the author in the decisive 

importance of social preconditions of outmigration in a sense condemns the government 

initiatives to a failure even before they started, giving the whole work an essentialist 

undertone. 

 

The text is well arranged. It is written in comprehensible academic English, even 

though some formulations show the impact of the native language of the author. All the 

sources used are precisely quoted in footnotes and in the final bibliography. Even though the 

results are limited, they offer – besides proving the capacity of the author to plan, realize and 

summarize independently a research in social sciences – a solid basis for future research and 

reference to other scholars interested in the topic. In spite of my partial criticisms listed above, 

I can state that the thesis of Nora Abdel-Salam fulfills all the necessary requirements. I thus 

recommend the thesis for defense and propose its evaluation by grade A (Czech scale: 

výborně; French scale: 16). 
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