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Cleavages  and Ideo log ica l  B locks  in the Czech and S lovak  Party  

Systems after  1989

This  work  br ings  know ledge  from the com par ison  o f  the  Czech  and 

S lovak party  systems.  Based on long- te rm  m on i to r ing  o f  the  deve lopm en t  

in the  fie ld  we a t tem pted  to po in t  out i ts  re levan t  charac te r is t ic .  We 

com pare  the ideo log ica l ly  com pat ib le  b locks  and  pol i t ica l  part ie s.  

Determ inan ts  o f  the  fo rm at ion  o f  Czech  po l i t ic s  were  e thnical  

homogenei ty ,  long t rad i t ion  o f  s ecu la r iza t ion  in the Czech  Lands and 

d om ina t ion  o f  a s ingle  ( soc io -econom ic )  c leavage  l ine.  The po l i t ica l  

deve lopm en t  in S lovak ia  was  in f luenced  by the unso lved  na t iona l  ques t ion  

(pos i t ion  o f  S lovak ia  in a m u l t ina t iona l  s ta te),  e thn ica l  he te rogene i ty ,  

grea te r im por tance  o f  C hr is t ian i ty  and re l ig ion  in the socie ty  and many 

o ther  factors .  C onsequen t ly ,  the  fo rm at ion  o f  S lovak  po l i t ic s  was 

charac te r ized  by m ul t ip le  com pl ica ted  and  spec if ic  fea tures .  In the Czech  

Republ ic ,  two m a jo r  b locks  fo rm ed  first :  the  c iv ic  non -so c ia l i s t  b lock 

represen ted  main ly  by the Civ ic  D em ocra t ic  Party  (ODS) ,  and the  socia l is t  

block rep resen ted  by the  Czech  Socia l  D em ocra t ic  Party  (CSSD),  which  

corresponds  to the dom in a t io n  o f  the  soc io -econom ic  c leavage  l ine. The 

minor  po les  are main ly  par t ies  w i th  the co m m u n is t  ident i ty  (as a resu l t  o f  

the  concen t ra t ion  o f  the rad ica l  left  and „ n o s ta lg ic “ e lec to ra te  and pro tes t  

potentia l  o f  the  C om m u n is t  Party  o f  B ohem ia  and M orav ia  -  K SC M ) and 

Chris t ian  D em ocra t ic  ident i ty  (add ress ing  the  ca tho l ic  m inor i ty  in the 

Czech  secu la r ized  en v i ronm en t ,  w i th  the p ivo ta l  ro le  o f  the  Chr is t ian  and 

Democrat ic  Union  -  C zech o s lo v ak  P e o p le ’s Party ,  KDU-CSL) .  In S lovakia ,  

party  sys tem fo rm at ion  went th rough  severa l  phases .  As specif ic  c leavage  

l ines  p layed the c ruc ia l  ro le  in the  fi rs t  phase ,  subs tan t ia l ly  d i f f e ren t  types 

o f  pol i t ica l  part ies  (M o v em en t  for D em ocra t ic  S lovak ia  -  HZDS,  Slovak 

D emocrat ic  C oa l i t ion  -  SDK) ga ined  the lead ing  pos i t ions  com pared  to the 

Czech R epubl ic .  The second  phase  has been  charac te r ized  by the 

conso l ida t ion  o f  the  soc io -econom ic  c leavage  l ine  with  subsequen t  

fo rmat ion  o f  the  soc ia l is t  (S M E R)  and n o n-soc ia l i s t  (S lovak  D em ocra t ic
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and Chris t ian  U nion  -  SDKU, Chr is t ian  D em ocra t ic  M ovem en t  -  KDH, 

Par ty  o f  the  Hungar ian  C oa l i t ion  — SMK) b locks .  N ever the le s s ,  the  specif ic  

e lem ents  o f  the  Slovak  par ty  system (HZDS, Slovak N a t iona l  Par ty  -  SNS, 

SMK) con t inue  to be o f  po l i t ica l  re levance .  A l though  in both  o f  the 

republ ics  the  pol i t ica l  deve lo p m en t  was de te rm ined  by some com m on  and 

un iversa l  fac tors  (econom ic  and socia l  p rob lem s) ,  such specif ic  fac tors  as 

the general  na ture  o f  the  po l i t ica l  env i ronm en t ,  im pac t  o f  pe rsona l i t ie s  and 

co o p e ra t ive -com pe t i t ive  re la t ions  con t r ibu ted  to d ive rgen t  pol i t ica l  

deve lopm ent  o f  the  Czech  R epub l ic  and S lovakia .
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