
 The submitted diploma thesis deals with one of the special methods of the taking of evidence 

in criminal proceedings known as human recognition or line up. This method is specified in the 

current legal regulation of section 104b, Act No. 141/1961 Coll., Criminal Procedure Code. 

Particular attention is paid to the general definition of human recognition “in natura”. However, 

some less common ways of execution of this method are also mentioned, such as blank line up 

occurring in some foreign jurisdictions (especially in Poland). Further attention is then focused on 

possible significant defects during the process of recognition with its legal consequences. The 

whole issue is even more complicated when we take into account that recognition as a criminal 

method is essentially unrepeatable. The thesis analyses foreign researches carried out in some 

countries, especially in the United States of America. Attention is then focused also on legal 

regulation of line-up (parade) in England and Wales, because these countries use one of the most 

modern methods in the world, such as video parade or CCTV. The question of the obligation to 

passively pass the recognition is also mentioned. Legislation does not deal with many of 

important questions and details so it´s necessary to build on case law and opinions of criminal law 

authorities. Reasoning “de lege ferenda” which is included in this text should lead to the demand 

of a better legal regulation.  

 The thesis is divided into several chapters. In the first chapters, there is a general definition of 

the recognition procedure, its characteristics and a brief introduction of some historical context. 

Consequently, the realization of the recognition of persons is analysed in detail. Human line up is 

then divided into recognition according to anatomical-morphological features (further divided into 

recognition in natura and photographic recognition) and recognition according to functional-

dynamic characteristics. 

 The following part of the diploma thesis analyses the researches and experiments conducted 

especially in the United States of America over the last 20 years, which can be a significant 

inspiration for the Czech legislation as well. The concept of “single-blind” and “double-blind” 

recognition is further elaborated. The legislation of the Republic of Poland is also mentioned, 

especially in the context of so-called recognition without the offender, known as an empty line-up.  

 The last part of the thesis then presents some suggestion for possible improvement of the 

current national legislation, also in the view of the current state of the development of forensic 

methods and technologies. 

 


