
 The thesis examines local referendums, a form of direct democracy that is used the 

most in the Czech Republic. Nowadays, it is a standard part of municipal politics. The goal of 

the paper is to provide a complex analysis of the legislation, based primarily on relevant case-

law, and to provide proposals for its amendment. The thesis is composed of an introduction, 

ten chapters and a conclusion. The order of the paper largely follows the composition of the 

Act on Local Referendum. Chapter One describes direct democracy and its forms. Chapter 

Two examines the relevant constitutional and international legislation. Chapter Three 

describes the scope of topics that may be subjects of local referendums in general and also 

looks at the most frequent ones. Chapter Four concerns itself with voters and the preparative 

committee - a body that puts forward the proposal to hold a local referendum - and examines 

its assembling and operation. Chapters Five and Six explore the committee’s proposal and its 

review procedure conducted by municipal authorities and also by municipal councils that 

render the final decision to hold a local referendum. Chapter Seven focuses on conditions that 

need to be fulfilled in order to achieve a valid and legally binding decision in a local 

referendum. Chapter Eight describes all four types of judicial review procedures that relate to 

local referendums, including the cassation appeal procedure, and depicts their specifics in 

comparison to general procedures at administrative courts, as well as appeals to the 

Constitutional Court. Chapter Nine deals with specific kinds of local referendums that 

concern itself with separations and merges of municipalities. Chapter Ten puts forward 

several proposals of amendments, both to resolve some of the legislation’s issues and to 

enhance direct democracy at the local level. An overall assessment of the relevant 

legislation’s function and is included in the conclusion. 


