
Abstract 

The thesis deals with a relationship between humans and animals. In particular, it focuses on a 

trend of inclusion and exclusion of animals to/from society. Main research questions are 

designed to answer a question how the dynamics of this trend looks. A dynamic of moral status 

of animals, legal status of animals, symbolic status of animals and a status of another living 

being is examined on the European society from antiquity to the present. This time period is 

divided into 7 parts.  The thesis explores not only the dynamics of the statuses, but also their 

interaction. The symbolic establishment of human – animal boundaries in the European history 

is considered as well. The thesis reflects essential turning points and tendencies which had the 

influence on the trend of inclusion and exclusion of animals to/from society. Reader should get 

the basic knowledge about the development of human – animal relationship through the history. 


