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Abstract 

The purpose of this paper is to introduce one of the oldest forensic methods – 

fingerprinting. This method is especially used to identify people based on the friction 

ridge that are so unique to each individual. The paper is divided into the three distinctive 

chapters corresponding with the title of the thesis – past, present, future. The text is 

illustrated by pictures and concurrently filled up by several curiosities from the world of 

science.   

The first chapter describes the development of history from earliest times until 

the time when the dactyloscopy was accepted as an identification forensic method. The 

emphasis is given to the important world personalities that gave a birth to the doctrine.  

In this chapter we can found the beginnings of the method and first mentions of the 

friction ridges. The introduction of fingerprinting in the Czech lands and significant Czech 

criminologists are important parts of the thesis.    

The extensive part is devoted to current dactyloscopy (such as we know it today). 

The second part gives an account of the various basic principles and laws on which the 

science is built up. This part describes briefly the anatomy and physiology of friction 

ridge skin as it enables to fully comprehend the way in which fingerprints are created. 

Special attention is focused on the formation, properties, stability of fingerprints and 

ways and techniques that detectives use on the crime scene. This chapter differentiates 

between different ways and possibilities that the contemporary dactyloscopy offers. The 

purpose of the fingerprinting is the identification of people.  Thus ways of identifying 

people have not been omitted here. The thesis distinguishes between the identification 

by using fingerprints of living people and dead people. At the same time does not forget 

special situations to which the forensic technicians must face. The last part of the second 

chapter is focused on computer database and archiving methods. 

The third part deals with the prediction of the dactyloscopy future. It focuses 

mainly on new studies and discoveries which have been published recently. 

Simultaneously it mentions various biometric methods which currently compete with 

fingerprinting. The purpose is to predict the future direction of dactyloscopy. 


