
Abstract 

The thesis analyses the state of the United Kingdom‘s climate policies and it particularly focuses 

on the question, how these policies are determined by its institutional system, that is majoritarian 

democracy. Theoretically majoritarian democracies generally have a weaker record in the 

environmental policy and the thesis aims to research, if and how the features of majoritarian 

democracies in reality influence the policy outcomes. The thesis focuses on the two party system, 

that often produces adversary and inconsistent politics and the pluralist system of the interest 

groups that tends to give better possibilities to the economically powerful actors such as business 

and energy groups. The base for the analysis will be the climate policies during the last twenty 

years and the performance and general discours of two main governing parties. Thesis also takes 

a closer look on the cases of Climate Change Act and Energy Act 2015 and their ability of the 

interest groups to achieve their goals. The thesis concludes that the combination of the institutional 

system with the low salience of the topic for the main parties poses significant obstacles and 

limitations to an active and progressive climate politics. 

 


