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Abstract 

The national politics of interwar Poland aimed at the full assimilation of the national 

minorities, including Ukrainians who lived in the occupied region of Eastern Galicia. 

This thesis studies the political basis, tools and outcomes of polonization policy during 

the period between 1918 and 1939 on the territory of Eastern Galicia and its main city 

Lviv. Deep analysis of Polish and Ukrainian political doctrines, Polish legislation, 

books, articles and periodical of the interwar period, as well as of modern 

historiography (both Polish and Ukrainian) resulted in developing of a comprehensive 

understanding of why the policy of polonization, aimed on population of Eastern Galicia 

failed to change historical Ukrainian identity. The data gathered in the analysis proves 

that the Polish government used tremendously rigid, if not brutal, tools of assimilation, 

and it resulted in rejection of the Polish national identity by Ukrainians. Moreover, 

confidence in the fact that Ukrainians are nothing more than underdeveloped Poles-to-

be rise led to the rise of Ukrainian radical nationalism on the eve of the Second World 

War.  
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Abstrakt 

Národnostní politika v meziválečném Polsku usilovala o plnou asimilaci všech 

národnostních menšin včetně Ukrajinců kterí žili veVýchodní Haliči, oblasti obsazené 

Polskem. Tato disertační práce studuje politicky základ, nástroje a výsledky politiky 

polonizace v období mezi rokem 1918 a 1939 na území Východní Haliče a jeho 

hlavního města Lvova. Hloubková analýza polských a ukrajinských politických doktrín, 

polské legislativy, knih, článků a periodik meziválečného období, stejně jako moderní 



 
 

historiografie (obš polská a ukrajinská) vedlo k vývoji komplexního pochopení toho, 

proč nebyla funkční politika Polska, která byla zaměřena na asimilaci populace Haliče a 

proč se nepodařilo změnit historickou ukrajinskou identitu.  Z analýza vyplývá, že 

polská vláda používala nesmírně přísné, ne-li brutální nástroje asimilace, a to mělo za 

následek odmítnutí polské národní identity ze strany Ukrajinců. Navíc, důvěra v to, ze 

Ukrajinci nejsou nic víc než ne rozvinutí Poláci vedla k vzestupu ukrajinského 

radikálního nacionalismu v předvečer druhé světové války.  
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Introduction 
 

The aim of this thesis is to analyze the process of formation of Polish government 

policies and politics concerning Ukrainian issue and provide an objective and 

comprehensive coverage of the place and role of the Ukrainian national identity in 

national politics of the Polish state in the interwar period. The chronological framework 

covers the period of 1921-1939. The lower time limit is a signing of the Treaty of Riga 

and its provisions on the Ukrainian lands, which were identified as eastern borders of 

the Commonwealth and in which Eastern Galicia ended up. The upper limit is the 

beginning of World War II, which led to the collapse of the Second Commonwealth. 

The micro space of my thesis is the city of Lviv, the main cultural and economic center 

of Eastern Galicia and its public institutions: schools, universities and Greek Catholic 

church. 

The objectives of this work are: 

1. To find out which concepts of national policy formed the basis of the 

government program on the Ukrainian question in Galicia; 

2. To explore the position (doctrines) of Polish political parties on the 

Polish state; 

3. To show how colonization and educational policy of the government of 

Poland in Galicia was implemented; 

4. To analyze the attitude of the Ukrainian people to the occupation regime 

The object of research is the policy of the Polish authorities on Ukrainian Galicia, the 

so-called polonization policy. We can define it as a series of official (legal, economical, 

ideological etc.) measures of the government of the Second Polish Republic imposed on 

the Ukrainian population in Poland during 1918-1939. The policy was designed to unify 

the administrative, cultural and educational sphere its emerging state and ensure state 

and national assimilation of the restored state and secure full assimilation of its 

Ukrainian national minority. 

The end of World War I triggered the collapse of the great empires and the formation 

of new independent states. Ukrainian Eastern Galicians desired their own state - the 
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West Ukrainian People's Republic (ZUNR), which faced with outright confrontation of 

the newly Poland. The defeat of the Ukrainian Galician Army in the war of 1918-1919 

led to recognition by Paris Peace Conference of Poland as a temporary occupier of these 

regions with a border on the river Zbruch. 

Simultaneously with the occupation of Eastern Galicia Polish civil administration 

authorities resorted to open repression against the Ukrainian people. The state of 

emergency was introduced, followed by unprecedented military and police terror. There 

were mass arrests of participants of the Ukrainian national liberation movement. 

Gradually, the temporary occupation of Galicia became codified in the state-acts of 

Poland. In January 1920, Galician Regional Diet was cancelled, a temporary 

government was established instead. In March 1920, Eastern Galicia was given the 

official title - Eastern Malopolska (Small Poland). According to the law from December 

1920 Polish government implemented a new administrative division of Galicia in Lviv, 

Stanislavsky, Ternopil and Krakow provinces. Use of the words "Ukraine", "Ukrainian" 

was banned, and instead anachronisms "Ruthenian" was to be used.   

I should note, that all this happened long before the final determination of the official 

status of Eastern Galicia on the international stage.  

To the arrests by Polish occupation regime in Galicia Ukrainians opposed the idea of 

an independent Ukrainian state. They did not recognize Polish rule and relevant 

international decisions at that time, between the Polish and Ukrainian Galicia and there 

was no compromise - there was continuous fighting, which ultimately led to the rise of 

influence of a radical nationalist Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN)  

 

Research Questions 

My task is to analyze why, in fact, Poland failed to assimilate foreign citizens, 

Ukrainians into Poles. Why did polonization failed to make Ukrainians identifying 

themselves with Polish identity, at least partially? Was is an unfortunate strategy or was 

it something in people who were supposed to become Poles, but remained Ukrainians 

after 20 years of occupation?  Maybe, it was a lack of time passed to blame the failure? 

Thus, the main reseach question for this work are: 
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1. What were the specific parameters of Ukrainian national identity the polonazitaion 

policy aimed at in the interwar period? 

2. Which methods and techniques Polish state used in its identity politics towards 

Ukrainian minority? 

3. What made polonization policy a failure? 

 

Hypothesis 

H1: Poland made a mistake by not recognizing an independent national identity of 

Ukrainians and considered them as Poles-to-be or under-developed, peasant part of 

Polish nation. 

H2: Ukrainians preserved their national identity despite active polonization because 

of the essential parts of their identity: Ukrainian language, educational institutions and 

shared Greek Catholic religion. 

H3: The tools and teqniques of polonization was a reason it failed, because they 

were severe and brutal. To become polonized did not, in fact, benefit Ukrainians.   

 

Methodology and literature 
 

This thesis primarily relies on qualitative analysis of the relashions between Polish state 

and Eastern Galicia in the interwar period. The most dominant materials for sources are 

legal acts of Poland in regard to the national politics on national minorities, Ukrainian 

one in particular, moder historiography (both Ukrainian and Polish), periodicals of the 

time and personal accounts of contemporaries. These legislative acts (treaties, laws, 

regulations) and official doctrines are of particular importance as they were the basis for 

the polonization policy and shaped the activities of public institution in Eastern Galicia. 

The theoretical basis of this thesis relies on the concept of national identity. Instead of 

going with strict boundaries of primordialism, essentialism or modernism (though the 

analysis of main features of these concepts was made by me), I mainly use the concept 

of a famous scholar Anthony Smith, which is to some extent a misture of all above 

mentioned methods, as it benefits understanding of a legal, social and economic 

situation in the given region and in given time. The concept of “ethnonationalism” relies 

on the common institutions, language, historical traditions such as myths and faith) 

which shape national identity. (Smith 1991) 
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Originally, the methodology and material of this thesis was heavily dependent upon 

personal accounts of those Galician intelectuals who lived and worked in Lviv, as I 

wanted to gain a full understanding how polonization was perceived amon native 

population of Eastern Galicia. As research progressed, this took on a lesser and lesser 

role due to several outside factors.  Largely a lack of time to process a massive 

theoretical works led to personal accounts on the problem of Ukrainian national identity 

being emphasized less, although it was not fully diminished from the work.  This was 

also impacted by my decision to instead focus more on legal mechanisms of poloniation 

and cultural life of Lviv’s public institutions (mainly of religious and educational kind).   

National identity  

The concept of national identity is extremely important to my work. My task is to 

analyze why, in fact, one state of Poland failed to make foreign citizens, Ukrainins, to 

turn into its people, Poles, in a sense of identifying themselves with state's identity, at 

least partially? Was is a unfortunate strategy or was it something in people who were 

supposed to become Poles, but remained Ukrainians after 20 years of occupation? 

Maybe, it was a lack of time passed to blame the failure? Nevertheless, to go further on 

my search for answers, it is necessary to make it clear for the reader, what my searching 

is based upon. 

I base my research on the concept of national identity. Even today, it is a term of 

rather blurred, depending and controversial nature. The definition depends not only on 

scientific researches and scholastic discussions of the pundits. Is has very general 

nature, and at the same time, extremely individualistic one. As said by Walter Bagehot, 

people do not understand what a nation is until someone asks them about it, and even 

after that people are not able to explain. The difficulties of finding at least relatively 

universal definition are also mirrored in the words of a famous German historian 

Theodor Momsen: “Nation is only a fiction, but its abolition is a utopia". (Brubaker 

1996)  National identity is something everyone has. Is it safe to say that a certain 

number of people who share the same identity form a group distinctive from other 

people? It is. If this group is numerous enough, lives within marked territory and has 

certain institutions which regulate the life and existence of the group, is it a nation? But 

how do we define something common that distinct this group from another? Is it 

language or common territory, or common institutions, or some kind of historical 
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tradition which has been passing through generations, or maybe distinctive national 

clothes? All of above matter in telling how one nation is distinguished from another. 

These are more general parameters, which would work for defining "common" or group 

identity, the one of most or all of its members share. Then, there can be a different 

approach to national identity, when we directly ask a person about their belonging. If we 

asked our friends who share the same homeland with us, "How do you determine 

yourself?", they would most probably answer without hesitation. The answer depends 

on a personal background – if this person is a native citizen, who was born and raised 

there, then their national identity will coincide with the citizenship. If they are a child of 

the migrants who was born and raised there, they will probably say their identity is of 

their parent's nationality. If they are a grandchild of migrants, and were born and raised 

there, you could expect an answer that they identity is of their citizenship, but they 

acknowledge their ancestry. These are the answers from my experience, the range of 

possibilities is wide, and it is unlikely that this approach is practical for my research, as 

my subject is on the scale of nation, a large group of people fated to be occupied for 

long time.  

However, I would like to emphasize the importance of the personal approach to the 

national identity. After all, it is something we all possess, and our understanding of 

ourselves is no less valuable than the set of parameters which scholars use to assign us 

to the group. The language, territory, institutions and culture we willingly share with 

others are undoubtedly important for the collective selfunderstanding. But in such 

conditions when the state is under the rule of a powerful neighboring country, or, lets 

say, an empire (which was a status quo for many states before the first world war, 

including Ukraine), the set of rules is imposed on it, usually aimed at the national 

feelings of the subjected. Seems logical, that the stronger national feelings an occupied 

nation has, the more active its resistance against the occupant is. An illustrative example 

is the Spring of Nations in 1848, as well as Ukrainian resistance against Poles in the 

interwar period. And when all members of the subjected group say as one: "We are not 

you, we are we", any strategy of undermining someone's identity fails. This brings us to 

the next important question of my research. Is it possible to change someone's identity? 

Is it the alterable, plastic matter at all? Different scholars approach the matter 

differently. In the western scientific and philosophical thought study of the phenomenon 

of national identity is actively underway since the beginning of the XXth century. This 
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issue is the subject of numerous works, which tend to have an interdisciplinary character 

and bring together scientists from different scientific fields, such as Habermas, Herbert 

Marcuse, A. Panarin, Foucault, Karl Jaspers, Eric Ericsson, Roger Brubaker, Anthony 

Smith. For the purpose of this work, however, the most important sources will be more 

specified. In order to put the reader in touch with the concept, I will give an overview of 

the main scholastic thought on the concept of national identity, which are primordialism, 

essentialism and constructivism.  

Even though each one is criticized equally, and has its flaws if applied to the given 

time period (1918-1938) and historical circumstances (Galicia's annexation by Poland) 

of the work topic, it is important to take an overview in order to get the main parameters 

of an individual or/and of a nation's identity according to them, so that it will be possible 

to alter, modify or completely change the approach to the concept in my work.  

1. Primordial approach assumes that parameters which define each nation and its 

identity are given naturally, therefore are unchanged and traditional. A challenge with 

identity's continuity lies in the fact that each successive generation keeps the parameters 

of identity, which are biological, cultural and/or religious (the concept of "chosen 

people"), with a language of the group being the main defining characteristic of identity. 

Primodrialist approach stems from the fact that the nation can be identified based on 

specified objective evidence, independent of subjective opinions of its members. These 

signs refer mostly general rather than specific characteristics: territory, economic life, 

language, national character of culture.  

2. Essentialism is close enough to primordialism. The basic principle of 

essentialism comes from the initial establishment of the existence of certain entities 

(essences), say, for example, destiny, purpose or truth which determine the specific 

identity. These are immutable, eternal and intransitive. Its denial leads to the social 

problems. Starting with the end of the second world war, the primordial and essentialist 

approaches have been heavily criticized. The main complains of the critics were, that 

these tend to attribute certain characteristics to everyone (sic) in a particular group or 

society ("the ‘(all) women are caring and empathetic’, ‘(all) Africans have rhythm’, 

’(all) Asians are community oriented’") (Breuilly 1985); that essentialism naturalize 

characteristics which in reality were socially constructed; that it objects the group as a 

subject or object of political will or action on the base of assumption of group's 
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homogeneity and unity ("‘the working class’, ‘women’, ‘Third World women’"); and 

last, but not least, critique touches upon inability to question or change a characteristic 

without questioning someone's belonging to the group.  

3. Unlike primordial and essentialism approaches, which are based on the idea of 

fixed, ancient, objective existence of the nation, constructivist approach emphasizes the 

"artificiality" of the nation and its identity, drawing attention to the subjective, changing 

factors of its occurrence. Constructivism is the paradigm within which the group 

(society, nation) is a social construct that has no "real" historical and cultural roots. This 

approach considers the group and its members as a "great team" based on the 

fundamental agreement ("social contract") of the members. Ernst Helner considers the 

nation a construct which emerged simultaneously with industrial culture and formation 

of a nationalistic approach to the world, because of transition from "low", "peasant" 

society to the "high" culture of industrial society, the latter is characterized by general 

erudition and high level of literacy and civic consciousness of the overwhelming 

majority of its members. Benedict Anderson speaks of nationality (in the sense of 

ethnicity) because of education process in an individual society where people are taught 

a myth of common origin and "common blood", cultural and historical essence which all 

society members possess; the myth which can be defined as some "ideological 

construct". (Андерсон 2001) The state and institutions make civil society and its idenity 

through certain mechanisms (education, media, public practice). If a nation is imagined 

or "invented" or "constructed", the problem lies in the researcher to follow the process 

of the construction. In other words, it is necessary to find out, because of some reasons 

and factors which influenced affirmed this type of collective solidarity, while others 

either forced out or disappear. This approach moves away from historical (primordial) 

interpretation of national identity.  

The phenomenon of national identity is quite popular among Ukrainian scientific 

community too. Many scholars addressed the problem of Ukrainian national identity, 

such as, for example, famous Ukrainian political leaders as Volodymyr Vynnychenko, 

Hrushevsky, Dmytro Dontsov; Ukrainian historians (Drahomanov, M. Kostomarov), 

and even writers (Ivan Franko) (Кисельов 2003). Among contemporary Ukrainian 

researchers in ethnopolitology and ethnic states studies, sociology and philosophy of the 

1990s - early 2000s studied the problem V. Andrushchenko, V. Barkov, V. Bilodid, V. 

Bech, V. Voronkov, V. Evtukh, B. Zablocki, J. Kononov, I. Kohan, M. Mihalchenko, 
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M. Popovych, I. Predborska, M. Stepyko, I. Storonyanska, V. Shynkaruk, M. Shulga, J, 

Paul-Chimka and many others (Кисельов 2003). Their work is devoted to 

transformations in the social identities of Ukrainian society, including ethnic and 

cultural identities features and research prospects of formation of a national identity in 

various Ukrainian regions.  

 

To generalize all said above, national identity had been a very controversial term 

since it was brought into active use. A lot of efforts was put to define it, and some 

definitions seem to be relatively universal for this work.  

For example, national identity can be defined as:  

 

a. Particularistic self-understanding rather than putatively universal self-interest.  

b. Collective phenomenon, sameness among members of a group. Manifest in 

solidarity, shared consciousness and collective actions. 

 c. Core aspect of selfhood, deep and basic. National identity is something to be 

supported, cultivated and recognized, although it can be blurred.  

d. Unstable, multiple, fluctuating, fragmented nature of the “self”.  

 

Some of them approach the concept with certain hostility, claiming that national 

identity is something easily changing and/or transforming, and to trace its existence is 

unworthy of the effort, because it can disappear or transform at any moment. On the 

other hand, other definitions give us another option to consider national identity 

something what an individual is born with, what is inherited with mother’s milk. 

However, none of these fits the framework of historical period and place for one 

hundred per sent. Thus, I consider it important to take all the main parameters of all 

concepts and try to project them on the topic of my work. How do WE, as individuals, 

define it? We know that states exist. We know that a nation lives in a state. Sometimes a 

lot of nations live within the frontiers of one state. If we were born in a family of our 

homeland’s citizens and grew up there, and spent most of our lifetime being a citizen, 

then the answer to a question “What is your national identity?” shall be relatively easy. 

What if a person was born in one state, them migrated with their parents to another 

country at, let’s say, five years old, learnt the language of this country, went to a local 

school, found a job, received a citizenship, fell in love with a native person and started a 
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mixed family of migrant-native kind of relationship? We are surely able to call the 

person a citizen, but who are they by their national identity? Who will their children be? 

The answers to these questions are not easy to find. Neither were they, if not even 

harder, for those nations (not talking about individuals, but the whole nations) who were 

part of the great empires. If we take a definition of national identity and not give a 

consideration to its (in)ability to change or be changed, identity can be defined as 

recognition of the people itself, as knowledge and respect for the national history, 

national culture, territory, people's awareness of their special national features, the 

understanding of members of the nation of their interests, aspirations, goals, ideals, 

needs, and so on.  

 

 

Other sources 

The next very important source of knowledge for us will be accounts on Ukrainian 

national identity by contemporaries, those, who encountered Polish occupation of the 

Western Ukraine in the interwar period; who had strong opinions on how the Ukrainian 

nation must resolve its problem with occupied territories and formation of the ethnic 

state. This important for us data does not necessarily comes exclusively from scholars 

and scientists, although their words, of course, carried weight in contemporary research. 

Politicians, clergymen, teachers, journalists, writers, artists – most of them had common 

dream of an independent, free Ukraine, which would span from the Carpathian 

Mountains to the left strand of Dnipro river. And although their opinions might not be 

expressed with scientific language, the ones quite clearly (sometimes even radially) state 

that Ukrainian national identity is unique, concise and, above all, unchangeable, despite 

the efforts of Poland in turning Ukrainians into Poles.  

 

Research Significance 

Answers to the research questions will let to form unique approach to the national 

identity of Ukrainians, which would explain the failure of Poland to change the identity 

of its subjected nation. Very important helpers for us will be language, education and 

faith of Ukrainian minority in Poland, which explains the choice of Lviv's public 

institutions (schools, universities, press, authority offices and others) as the focus of my 

work. Scientific novelty of this problem is the desire of the author to put the relashions 
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betwee Polish state and Ukrainian minroty it in the context of stuggle for a secured 

national identity and a nation state of Ukrainians.  
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Incorporation of Eastern Galicia into Poland 

History of Eastern Galicia for centuries has been closely intertwined with the life of 

neighboring states. Starting from the XVI century, Eastern Galicia belonged first to 

Poland (from 1569, as a part of the Commonwealth) and since 1772 (after the first 

partition of Poland) to Austria, the latter transformed into the dual Austro-Hungarian 

monarchy in 1869. 

During the First World War, Eastern Galicia became the object of an active foreign 

policy of neighboring countries, first as part of the Habsburg Empire and then as the 

Ukrainian state. The end of the war brought great hopes for Ukrainian independence, as 

an armed uprising of Ukrainians ended with establishment of the independent West 

Ukrainian National Republic (ZUNR) on 12 November 1918. ZUNR constituted of 

Eastern Galicia, Bukovina and South Transcarpathian Ukraine. (Semchishyn) Those 

regions acquired a new status as the sovereign independent state that has shown 

outstanding victory of the national liberation movement of the Ukrainian people. 

Poland, in its turn, had its own claims for the Ukrainian territories which were the 

part of Polish state for the long time. The restoration of Poland was proclaimed in 1918 

in Warsaw by Josef Pilsudski. Pilsudski was appointed a provisional president and 

ordered Jędrzej Moraczewski formed a government. Republic of Poland or the 

Commonwealth of Poland (Polish: Rzeczpospolita Polska) became the official name of 

the state. 

 

The most difficult issue for Poland was restoration of its borders. The state could not 

decide alone, as it depended on the will of Entente. Already in his first statement of the 

Polish State General Josef Pilsudski verbally sought the „eastern territories”. 

(Przemówienie Józefa Piłsudskiego w Winnicy na Podolu 1920) Polish National 

Committee in Paris also lobbied demands for annexation of the Western Ukraine. 

(Chojnowski 1979). Some members of the Committee even demanded the borders of 

1772. As they said, „Ukrainian nation is not ripe to exist, and the Ukrainian state is an 

"organized anarchy" (Chojnowski 1979). Such an aggressive encroachment of Poles 

gained support in the ruling circles of the Entente, including members of the Paris Peace 

Conference, who organized a peacekeeping mission to Eastern Galicia after the war. It 

is safe to say that the leaders of the Allied forces stood on the side of Poland as they saw 
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the country as a potential ally in the fight against Bolsheviks Russia. (Wróblewska 

2011). Generally, Pilsudski did not hide this position, and said: "I took command of 

Polish troops ... I was unanimously elected head of state ... because I do not think that 

for someone it was a mystery that both these facts took place not under the influence, 

but against the wishes of what in those days was called Entente .... Entente - which is 

looked more for a solution of Russian problem, more than for consolidation of the 

Polish rights ... " 

Although we should be critical for this kind of language, because the problem of 

political relations of Pilsudski with France and England in all periods of his life is not 

yet fully clear, however, in my opinion, the given position contains a lot of objective 

truth. Indeed, by the early 1920’s France was interested only in “white” rebuilding of 

Russia and Great Britain lost almost no hostility to Poland, often unmasked one. 

Entente was, in turn, set on a hostile against Ukrainian statehood in any form, as it 

had commitments to the ally in the last war - Russia. Meanwhile, in Russia there was a 

civil war and the parties that took part in it were equally adverse to the independence of 

Ukraine, and wanted to occupy it as soon as possible. So an important aspect of the 

problem was фт outlined geopolitical сonfiguration Poland-Russia, the distribution of 

forces in which shaped the geopolitical reality of Central European region after the First 

World War. Political relations between Poland, the Allies and Soviet Russia inevitably 

included the need to consider the Ukrainian issue. 

 

To demonstrate its compliance with the international agreements on the rights of 

national minorities Poland took some strategic steps.  

First, according to a law by the Polish Sejm as of 26 September 1922, three Galician 

provinces granted self-governance: Lviv, Stanislav and Ternopol. Those had the right to 

establish regional Diets which would oversee religious affairs, education, health care, 

building railways and so on. Nonetheless, the laws passed by those Diets would need a 

signature of the President of Poland. In June 1922, Polish Sejm - contrary to the 

decision of the Paris Peace Conference - rejected the territorial autonomy of Eastern 

Galicia. The question of autonomy was never raised again since. (Ajnenkiel 1968) 

After all, soon enough in the law on the issue was no longer necessary. On 14 March, 

1923 Conference of Ambassadors of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers 

legalized the annexation of Galicia by Poland. Before, Poland was considered its 

military occupant. The researchers (V. Makarchuk) on international legal issues of 
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Polish seizure of Eastern Galicia reach a clear conclusion, that the Polish state violated 

contemporary (so-called „old") international law. Having Eastern Galicia on clearly 

defined conditions (e.g., giving its people the autonomy), the government of the Second 

Polish Republic  ignored the requirements. 

Soviet-Polish war of 1920 determined the second phase of the annexation of Western 

Ukrainian regions. After a Polish counterattack in August 1920 the Soviets had to sign a 

disadvantageous Treaty of Riga on 18 March 1920. The Treaty allowed Poland to annex 

Wester Volyn and directly accelerated directly beneficial for Poland solution of the legal 

status of Easter Galicia (at the time of conclusion of the Treaty Poland exercised control 

of the territory as a military occupant). (Treaty Between the Principal Allied and 

Associated Powers and Poland, Roumania, The Serb-Croat-Slovene State and the 

Czechoslovak State Relative to Certain Frontiers of Those States Vol. 16, No. 3, 

Supplement: Official Documents (Jul., 1922)) 

Influenced by the Polish diplomacy, which demanded that the official transfer of 

control in Eastern Galicia to the state not as a mandated territory, but as an integral part 

of Poland, Allied Ambassadors Council in July 1921 did not recognize ZUNR 

government in exile as a representative of the territory and population of Eastern 

Galicia. (Matthews Vol. 15, No. 4 (Jul., 1921) ) 

Subsequently, the Polish parliament appealed to the Entente (12 February 1923) to 

adopt all the provisions of the Riga Peace Treaty as a factor "of economic and political 

necessity" or "prerequisite condition of stability” in Europe. A month later (14 March 

1923) the Allied ambassadors in Paris decided to provide Poland with legal ownership 

rights in Eastern Galicia was signed. Council of Ambassadors officially recognized the 

eastern borders of the Polish state established by the Riga Peace Treaty. (Matthews Vol. 

15, No. 4 (Jul., 1921) ) 

So, the interwar Polish state - Second Commonwealth – annexed the territory of 

Western Ukraine (the name got in the historical literature by the Ukrainian ethnic lands 

in the interwar Poland) during 1919-1920. The process of consolidation of the Polish 

legal occupation, ethnic Ukrainian lands lasted until 1923 and was marked by the 

decisions of the Paris Peace Conference, the provisions of Versailles, St. Germain, 

Sevres and especially the Riga peace treaties. The main part of the territory of Western 

Ukraine had four provinces (Lviv, Volyn, Ternopil, Stanislav), and, belonging to the 
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Polish state, constituted 25% of the entire country. Ukrainians were the most numerous 

minority in interwar Poland, which at that time belonged to the countries with the 

highest percentage of minorities. (Eberhardt 1998) 
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Eastern Galicia in Polish political doctrines 

Since the occupation of the land of the Ukrainian problem becameone of the most 

difficult for the restored Polish state. It occupied an important place in domestic and foreign 

policy, as well as in social and political activities of the various parties and organizations of 

contemporary Poland. First, let’s look the party system of contemporary Poland. 

Nationalist parties were the National Democratic Party, the People's National Union 

(MFN) Christian National Party labor (HNPP). Those were based on the ideology of 

social darwinism, denied the prospects of the Ukrainian state, stood for an incorporating 

program and sought a policy of national assimilation for the Ukrainian minority. 

Moderate center-right parties, which included Polish People's Party "Piast" (PNP-P), 

liberal and conservative factions - Party national right (PSP), Christian National Party 

(HNP), Christian National Agricultural party (HNZP) supported synthesis of 

incorporating and federalist programs, but in theory advocated national assimilation of 

Ukrainians into Poles. The domination, however, was on the side of nationalist right-

centric parties.  

Leftist democratic parties - Polish Socialist Party (PPS), Polish People's Party 

"Liberation” (PNP-In) Polish People's Party" left' (PNP-L) advocated the formation of a 

federal union of the Ukrainian People's Republic and maintaining policies of assimilation 

on Ukrainian minorities with a perspective to its attachment to the platform of the Polish 

state and direction of Ukrainian national liberation movement on those Ukrainian 

territories which belonged to the USSR. 

Radical left camp - Communist Workers Party of Poland / KRPP / Polish Socialist 

Party "opposition" (PPP-E) had virtually no ideology developed in the national question 

by 1923. 

Thus, the main influence on forming the national politics regarding the national 

minorties had center-right and leftist democrats. The question of eastern Galicia’s future 

was raised continuously and the mainstream of concepts, doctrines and attituted changed 

significantly in the highest political circles.  
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Polish projects of the future of Eastern Galicia 

Most of polish politicians since the end of XIX to beginning of XXth century based 

their attitude towards Ukraine on the idea of the independent Polish state, which had to 

be restored in the historic frontiers, therefore Ukrainian lands should be an organic part 

of Rez Pospolita. (Tomaszewski 1988) Different political parties envisioned different 

ways of re-establishing independent Poland, but what they had in common was the same 

attitude towards the question of territory and borders of the state. 

Proclamation of Polish Republic in Lublin on 7th November 1918 meant the logical 

end of years of the Polish nation‘s efforts in rebuilding the state’s independency. Political 

circles of Poland actually closely followed the events in and about Ukraine and reacted 

sharply when the situation  did not benefit (or worse – threatened) Polish state interests 

(for example, protests against Treaty of Brest-Litovsk’s) point regarding accession of 

Chełm Land and Podlachia to Ukrainian People’s  Republic and regarding separation of 

Eastern Galicia and Bukovina in a separate crown land. 

West Ukrainian People‘s Republic (ZUNR), proclaimed on 1st November 1918, was 

literally strangled by a newly restored Polish state during the Ukrainian-Polish war (1918-

1919) for Eastern Galicia. Poled did not consider Ukrainian resistance as a national 

liberation struggle, as the desire to create their own state, that is a phenomenon similar to 

the Polish revival. For them it was just an anti-Polish resistance based on eternally Polish 

land and which threatened territorial unity of the new state (Кугутяк 1997). Polish side 

must have prevented  the formation of an independent Ukrainian state in Galicia,  and all 

political forces in contemporary Polish society were unitet regarding this question. 

One of the most populardoctrines was suggested by the National Democrats, the leader 

of which was a famous Polish politician and writer Roman Dmovsky. In his books Myśli 

nowoczesnego Polaka (Thoughts of a Modern Pole, 1902), Niemcy, Rosja a sprawa 

polska (Germany, Russia and the Polish Cause, 1908) and Polityka polska i odbudowanie 

państwa (Polish Politics and the Rebuilding of the State, 1925) he advocates an idea of 

incorporation, which means  accession of the Ukrainian territories to the Polish state. The 

idea became fully shaped before the First World War. According to the theory, Ukrainians 

were denied the right for their own state, as a „non-historic“, „non-state“ people. 
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Justifying their views, national democrats tried to prove that during the last century 

Ukrainians did not reveal themselves as the nation; that they are passive, inert mass which 

is not able to form and maintain the naional state. “Where we can increase our strength 

by absorbing other elements, no law can forbid us to do so. Moreover, to do so is our 

duty”, Dmovsky noted. (Wapinski 1980). Still, acknowledging realities of the beginning 

of XX century he considered nonsense a program of Poland’s restoration in the borders 

of 1772. And it was a fundamental difference from a historical tradition. National 

democrats intended to incorporate as much “eastern” territories (including Ukrainian 

lands) as possible; as much of those which could be polonized, thus making Poland a 

mono-nation state. Eastern Galicia, Volyn and Podillya were considered suitable 

territories for the goal. 

The rest of the Ukrainian lands, in national democrats’ vision, had to be incorporated 

to Russia, the latter considered as a counterweight to German hegemony. Still, national 

democrats planned on a further polonization of those Ukrainians who will be under 

Russian rule. Emergence of Soviet Russia added even more arguments for the program. 

National democrats started to see it as an important mission of protecting the Western 

civilization against “Bolshevik menace”. Thus, the idea of antemurale (Poland as an 

outpost and protector of Chrisianity against Barbarian East) was modernized in XX 

century. (Hetmanchuk) 

Thereby, in political doctrines of the most authoritative and influantial political powers 

of Poland in the first half of XXth century – national democrats – there was no room for 

independent Ukraine. 

The federalistic program of Jozef  Piltsudsky was as much as popular and influentional 

as incorporative program of National Democrtatic party. Its essence was an idea of 

restored independent, stong and influential Poland in Eastern Europe after the dissolution 

of Russian Empire and fall of tsarism. The new Rzeczpospolita meant to be a federation, 

consisting of polish, lithuanian, belorussian and ukrainian territories. Polish ethnical, 

political, economic and cultural roots must have prevailed of all these. Despite the fact 

that the program did not gide an answer to a quation „What if the nation would not want 

to unite as parts of Rzeczpospolita“, socialists declared voluntary entry into future Polish 

federation. (Chojnowski 1979) 
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The joint polish-ukrainian war of 1920 against Bolsheviks was another bright example 

of Polish foreign politics towards Ukraine. Most historians reasonably believe that it was 

an attempt to realize "federalist" program by Jozef Pilsudski. On 24th April 1920 ZUNR‘ 

and Polish governments signed an agreement, now known as Treaty of Warsaw (as known 

as Petlura-Piłsudski Alliance). (Енциклопедія українознавства. Словникова 

частина.—Т.1 (С.210) 1993). It contained Polish recognition of the independent 

Ukrainian People’s Republic. UNR’s army together with Poles took part in the war 

against Bolshevik Russia for restoring Directorate of Ukraine in the region of Dnieper 

Ukraine. However, the agreement was not equal for both sides. Using Directorate’s blind 

alley position, Poland saved for itself Eastern Galicia, Western Volyn, Chełm Land, 

Podlachia and Polesia. Treaty of Warsaw guaranteed strong Polish influence on the 

Ukrainian administration, army, finances and raiway roads. 

Ulimately, Polish side did not comply with terms of the Treaty and left UNR to the 

mercy of Bolshevik Russia. In October 1920 Pilsutdsky slowed the military advance. 

Poland consucted a truce, and later, on 18th March 1921, Peace Treaty of Riga with USSR 

and Russian SFSR . Poles recognised Sovet Ukraine as an independent state. Poland 

received Chełm Land, Western Volyn and Polesia. Eastern Galicia was annexed by 

Poland on 15h March 1923. UNR forces were interned in Poland. So, realization of 

incorporative concept of national democrats was a result of “Kiev March” of Józef 

Pilsudski. 

In the interwar period the Ukrainian question came out to the fore. The strategy of 

assimilation of Ukrainians was adopted. “Poland for Poles” – so we can briefly describe 

a national politics of national democrats. Famous national democrat Stanislaw Grabski 

wrote: “transformation of Rzechpospolita into a national Polish territory is today’s main 

condition of maintaining current borders”. (Tomaszewski 1988). Logically, Polish 

assimilation of indigenous people was held with methods of economic, political, 

ideological and cultural discrimination of Ukrainians. National democrats implemented 

he policy of polonization consistently and uncompromisingly, and used brutal 

repression and persecution. (Сливка 1985). 

The competing federalist conception of Pilsudsky during 1920-1930’s modernized 

and became knowns as a “doctrine of Polish Prometheism. (Mikulicz 1971). 

Prometheists saw the Polish foreign policy in the light of a future conflict between 
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civilized West (they included Poland in this camp, undoubtedly) and communist Russia. 

As a result of the conflict, communist multi-national empire would collapse. Pilsudsky’s 

followers thought that all liberated, but not politically and nationally “mature” enough 

nations will need help in forming their own states; and Poland would undertake this 

“civilizational mission”. All “perspective” states should establish a united federation 

and Poland would occupy leading positions. 

Ukrainian question played the main role in realization of federalist program. (Сливка 

1985).  A new independent, united Ukraine, Great Ukraine, should emerge with help of 

Poland after the dissolution of the USSR. First, Great Ukraine would refuse Western 

Ukraine, and secondly, it would conclude a union with Poland and join the Polish 

federation. In prometheists’ opinion, creation of so-called “Great Ukraine” is “in Polish 

interests of strengthening the Polish state”. (Сливка 1985). However, the prometeist 

program had differences in comparison with its previous versions. The differences 

mainly touched upon the role of Western Ukraine in realization of Pilsudski’s program 

in new political realities and considered lessons learned. Prometheists criticized Treaty 

of Warsaw for ignoring the interest of Galician Ukrainians, which presumably led to the 

“Kiev March” general failure. Now Galician Ukrainians would become not only a 

catalyst of Great Ukraine creation, they would become vanguard and powerful force of a 

new Eastern crusade. 

After the coup in May 1926, which was led by Jozef Pilsudski, the national politics 

were adjusted. I should note that the power shift and establishment of a so-called 

Sanation regime were to the great extent determined by failure in realization of national 

democratic “national assimilation” and activation of national liberation movement. 

However, “the coup of May modified the internal national policies to a limited extent 

only and for only a few years. It was a period of some kind of flirtation with national 

minorities”, writes Jerzy Tomaszewski, one of the most influential Polish scholars of the 

topic. According to him, “the practices of administration on Kresy Wschodnie, no 

matter who was in charge, since the very beginning was very close to the program of 

national democrats”. (Tomaszewski 1988) 

During the interwar period the Communist Party of Poland (and its counterparts 

Communist Party of Western Ukraine and Communist Pastry of Western Belarus) was 

the only one which recognized the right of Ukrainians for self-determination. The 
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communists’ attitude towards “eastern borderlands” was determined by the names of the 

above mentioned two parties. The idea of the nations’ right for self-determination gained 

different meaning in different periods. Thus, until 1925 communists advocated for 

reunion of Western Ukraine and Western Belarus with the USSR and BSSR, accordingly. 

After 1925 communists’ slogans became much more generalized. (Radziejowski 1976) 

To conclude, two most popular political doctrines on Ukrainian question, insorporative 

and federalistic ones, even before the restoration of Polish state were based on ignoring 

the rights of Ukrainian nation for self-determination and claimed to own Ukrainian 

territories. 
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Importance of Lviv 

I chose the city of Lviv to be the main microspace of this thesis’ topic for once simple 

reason. Over the centuries and decades, Lviv became the cultural, economic center of life 

in Eastern Galicia. Most of the event, described in the work, took place in this city. Lviv 

itself was never a purely Ukrainian entity. Poles, Ukrainians, Germans and Jews co-

inhabitated the city for a long time, but only in the interwar period the question “Who 

Lviv belings to?” raised sharply.  

Independent Western Ukrainian state would need a capital, and Lviv should have been 

the one, as long as Kyiv belonged to the Soviets. In terms of population Lviv belonged to 

the largest cities in Poland with 219 thousand of population in 1921 and 318 thousand in 

1939. Although according to the censuses of 1921 and 1931 Poles outnumbered 

Ukrainians in Lviv (62.2% and 63.5%, respectively), they constituted only 15% of the 

population of entire Galicia, while Ukrainians (9.1% and 11.3%) constituted about 74% 

(also, Jews (27.6% and 24.1%) hold other 9,8%, Germans (0.74% and 0.8%) hold only 

0.5%, and other ethnic groups, namely the Czechs, Armenians, Lithuanians, Belarusians 

etc. did not exceed 0.3% of entire population of Galicia. (Bonusiak 1940)  

However, the city itself was dominated by Poles. The best estimates suggest that 

slightly more than 52 per cent of city residents considered themselves Poles, because 

during the conduction of Austrian census in 1900 51.9 per cent called themselves 

Catholics, and back then there, for sure, were more Greek Catholic Poles than Roman 

Catholic Ukrainians. 75.4 per cent of Galicia’s capital residents called Polish language 

their mother tongue (however, this estimate must have been overstated, as Jews who 

spoke Yiddish were not allowed to choose the language as their mother tongue). (Чорній 

2013) 

Before the First World War Galician diet in Lviv was a place for a sole assembly in 

Polish language on the territory of former Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The very 

same place was a spot of a recent victory of polish culture: during last two generations 

polish language replaced German as the language of education and social life. In the end 

of the First World War and after Austria’s defeat Poles knew that Ukrainians outnumbered 

them in Eastern Galicia. Two thirds of population were Greek Catholics; among 44 
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administrative districts of Eastern Galicia Poles outnumbered in the only one – in Lviv 

itself (Eberhardt 1998). Thereby, Poland advocated for Eastern Galicia’s Polish character 

based on the last parameter, and on the fact that Poland “brought civilization to this place”. 

(Kolbuszewski 1999) 

According to Timothy Snider, Poles considered Lviv to be a Polish city moreso than 

Wilno, and Ukraine was not considered a political unit in Rzeczpospolita, and thus Lviv 

was grundet the Polish city historically. (Snyder 2003). 

The city was really a province of Polish Kingdom in 1349-1772, although Lviv was 

founded by an Orthodox Knyaz. After 1772 the city expanded in seven times to 

approximately 140 thousand of population. Polish elite established hegemony in politics, 

and in th einterwar period Poland believed that dominance of the Polish language and 

Roman Catholic church can expand to the borders of Polish state, just as it hapenned in 

Lviv. Although national democrats (such as Stanislaw Grabski) counted on a compromise 

with Russia while federalists (such as Jozef Pilsudski) relied on a Polish-Ukrainian 

federation as opposed to Russia, Poland could not imagine Lviv as the non-Polish city. 

(Snyder 2003) 

In the beginning of XX century polish langage clearly dominated Lviv’s streets. And 

once gained governance of Galicia, Polish leaders purposefully increased the national focus 

of urban space, filling it with attributes (monuments, street names, signs, etc.) that 

symbolized Polish struggle for independence Poles or the historical grandeur of the 

Commonwealth. (Himka 2006) 

Austrian modernization set the stage for rapid jump of Lviv from a fortress city on the 

border to almost the center («Piedmont") of Ukrainian and Polish national movements. It 

was a difficult challenge for the country town with limited resources. The image of the 

modern-day city was formed by the Latin motto «semper fidelis». 

Neither the Polish nor Ukrainian side did not feel Lviv as fully “their” city. Ukrainians 

were in minority while Poles understood the precariousness of their position on this "island" 

among the largely outnumbering Ukrainian population in Eastern Galicia. During the 

debate, after several unsuccessful attempts to Ukrainian-Polish mutual understading, formed 

the belief that the success of one hand means losing the other. An exit from this vicious 
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circle could not be found. Confirming its domestic discourse opinion on the uniqueness of 

the city, experiencing many difficulties on the road to modernization, both sides succumbed 

to the temptation to hide their own lack of answers to questions merciless criticism 

opponent.  

To conclude, the city of Lviv remained the cultural, economic, political center of Eastern 

Galicia’s life during the interwar period. Poland started its polonization policy in Lviv and 

from there spread its influence towards other regions of Western Ukraine. 
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Polish legislation on Ukrainian minority 

To codify dependence of Easter Galicia on Poland and to restrict, if not annihilate, any 

hopes, thoughts and action for a national Ukrainian state (not to mention the secured 

Ukrainian national identity) Poland issued numerous legal acts which regulated activities 

of educational, religious and other public institutions in the region. This chapter shows, 

how Poland started to violate international agreemnts, according to which it had to 

guarantee and provide national minorties with civil rights, and how the state started to 

develop legislation on the policy of poloniazation of Ukrainian population. 

Legal status of national minorities in Poland was defined in a manifesto of a 

Provisional People's Government of the Republic as of 7th November 1918. The manifesto 

declared equality of rights and duties for all citizens, regardless of their origin, religion 

and nationality (Ajnenkiel 1968). Polish state accepted the conditions of the Treaty of 

Versailles and was obliged to use the conditions of Little Treaty of Versailles in Polish 

legislation on the rights of national minorities. Subsequently, those became a base for 

national legislation and of a constitution of 21st March 1921. 

Article 95 of the Constitution stated, that Poland guarantees on its territory full 

protection of life, liberty and property of all citizens, regardless of origin, nationality, 

language, race or religion. Article 96 guaranteed equal treatment and participation in 

public life. Article 109 stated: "Every citizen has the right for respect for their nationality, 

preserving and nurturing their own language and national features. Besides, state laws 

provide minorities of Polish state with full and free development of their national features 

in autonomous communities of the minorities”. (Konstytucja marcowa z 1921 roku [w] 

Polskie konstytucji //www. Konstytucje. pl. 2007) 

Other articles also stated guarantees of the right for national minorities’ own 

educational institutions establishment (article 110: “Polish citizens who belong to the 

national minorities (religious or linguistic) have the equal with other citizens  right to 

establishment, supervision and activities (on their own expense) of charitable institutions, 

religious and community institutions, schools and other educational institutions as well as 

the right to free use of their own language and execution of the regulations of their faith”) 
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(Konstytucja marcowa z 1921 roku [w] Polskie konstytucji //www. Konstytucje. pl. 

2007). 

Regarding the issue of national minorities, the Polish scientific literature sometimes 

states that the constitution of 23 April 1935 on issues of national minorities acquired 

different character in comparison to the previous constitution - it has brought substantial 

rights for the minorities, especially om issue of the preservation of their nationality, 

language and faith, and guaranteed protection of life and property and equal rights for all 

citizens (Алексієвець, Погляд на відродження та формування Польської держави в 

1918-1926 рр. 2007). 

Government of general Sikorski, which came to power in March 1923 altered the 

national politics to some extent. His position on the issue of national minorities Sikorski 

expressed in two legislative acts. First one, which the parliament agreed on 26th March 

1923, was a project of appeals to the people of eastern borders, in which he confirmed 

the readiness to adhere minority’s rights guaranteed to them by the Constitution of 1921. 

(Torzecki 1989) The second act was a secret project of the prime minister regarding 

state’s policies on Eastern borders, which he submitted for consideration of the Political 

Committee of Council of Ministers of Poland, the April 7, 1923. It was at this meeting 

that the main guidelines of the national policy of the government were approved. Later, 

those were realized with almost no changes during the interwar period. It was the first 

official tenet of "state assimilation", close in the "spirit" to Polish socialists, 

conservatives and J. Pilsudski. (Chojnowski 1979) 

Recognizing the importance of the eastern lands for the development Poland, Sikorsky 

introduced the concept of „stabilization of relations“ with the region which was to be 

achieved by obtaining the commitment of the population of these territories for their long 

association with Poland. However,  this document did not mention any prospective of 

authonomy for the region, partially because back then external security of the state  

remained a major problem, and in this context, territorial autonomy was considereda  

factor that may jeopardize the integrity of the state. The document merely stated that "the 

provision of broader constitutional freedoms will be considered by the government at the 

appropriate time." (Chojnowski 1979)  
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V. Vitos‘ coalition government that came to power in late May 1923 made futher 

alterations to the Polish national politics. Implementation of those began with signing the 

Lanckorona Pact between national democrats, PSL "Piast"  and right wing parties 

(Związek Ludowo-Narodowy, Polskie Stronnictwo Chrześcijańskiej Demokracji and 

Christian Union of National Unity) on 17 May 1923. The agreemnt anticipated creation 

of a coalition government based on those two political parties; normalization of relations 

with the USSR; limiting of the social programs and polonizing the minorities (Stachurski 

2013). 

 

Regional Administration in Galicia 

Among the actions which Poland took in order to deprive Ukrainians of ational 

representation and identity, Polish administration first of all took on the elimination of 

local authorities’ power in Western Ukraine. 80% of rural and almost all county and city 

councils in Eastern Galicia were dissolved by the end of 1926. (Дещинський 1997)  

They were replaced with government appointed commissioners who exercised 

chauvinistic colonization policy. (Іваник 2004). 

Ukrainians were not allowed to serve and work in public institutions. For example, in 

1925 among the 150 members of the city council of the city only two represented the 

local population. Polish was declared the official language of Eastern Galicia. 

(Дещинський 1997) 

Polish Council of Ministers adopted a resolution on 26 May 1923, which prohibited 

the use of the name "Western Ukraine," "Eastern Galicia" and obliged to use only the 

name “Eastern provinces”, “Ruthenia” for those regions, and a nema “Ruthenian” to 

identify a Ukrainian person in official documents. (Кугутяк 1997) 

 

Political representation 
 

Speaking about Ukrainian political party in Poland, we can say that Ukrainians of 

Eastern Galicia had 12 functioning political parties, which represented the minority in 

Polish Sejm. As the Polish political system was based on a constitutional basis, 

minorities, despite discrimination, could defend their interests through official channels 
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in the institutions of state power. Most numerous association among tham of them was 

Ukrainian National Democratic Alliance (UNDO), which appeared in 1925. It was the 

liberal Party which stood for constitutional democracy and the independence of Ukraine. 

D. Levitsky was the head od the party. UNDO’s prominent figures include V. Ermakov, 

S. Vytvytsky, K. Levitsky and many others. In the second half of the 1930's, UNDO 

held rapprochement with the Polish ruling circles after the government began 

implementing J. Pilsudski federalistic program. The authorities allowed the teaching of 

the Ukrainian language, stopped the persecution of the Orthodox clergy provided some 

Ukrainian cooperatives and banks with loans. Under such conditions, the agreement on 

"normalization" was achieved, and after that the persecution of Ukrainian democratic 

organizations stopped. One of the leaders of the UNDO Vasyl Mudriy was elected as a 

Vice-Marshal of the Polish Sejm. 

During the the 1920’s  pro-Soviet views spreaded in Ukrainian society, so in 1919 

people formed the Communist Party of Eastern Galicia, which in 1923 became the 

Communist Party of Western Ukraine (CPWU). The party functioned illegally, headed 

by Borys Zatons'kyj. In the 1920's it has gained considerable popularity in the society, 

as one of its ideas was to unite with the Soviet Ukraine, where at this time a new 

economic policy and policy of ukrainization were going on. But with the repression and 

the famine of 1932 – 1933 in the USSR, the idea of unification was not supported 

among Western Ukrainian anymore andand CPWU gradually lost its credibility. In 1938 

the party was dissolved.  

Other political parties were Ukrainian Catholic Party, the Ruthenian Peasant, 

Ruthenian Agrarian Party and others. 

The integral nationalism became an ideology of the revolutionary movement in the 

1920’s. Its main ideologist was Dmytro Dontsov. In 1920 Ukrainian Military 

Organization (UVO) was established in Prague, and it sought to continue the fight 

against the Poles. Eugene Konovalets was elected commander of the organization. In 

1929 representatives of UMO and "Ukrainian Nationalist Youth", "Legion of Ukrainian 

Nationalists", "Nationalist Youth Association" met in Vienna and founded the 

"Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists" (OUN). 

OUN was an underground organization. It published legal and illegal newspapers and 

magazines ( "Building the Nation," "Trumpet", "Young Man"), followed the military 
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management practice and had a highly centralized structure. However, OUN did not 

refuse to participate in the political, economic, cultural and educational activities of the 

public institutions. Through them it hoped to lead a mass’ national liberation movement. 

(Кентій 1998) 

OUN political doctrine was formulated in its policy documents in 1929, and in its 

final form - the program – was adopted in 1939. It was based on the primacy of the 

interests of Ukrainian nation, which were proclaimed absolute value, and the nation was 

described as "the highest type of human community." The aim of the organization was 

the creation of the Ukrainian independent state. (ОУН 1939). At the stage of national 

revolution the organization was supposed to establish a national dictatorship designed to 

implement urgent measures to consolidate the newly established regime. The President 

had to provide the legislation which would  representat all organized social groups 

(Касьянов 2012). 

OUN terror was directed against not only external, but also against the internal 

enemy - in the first place, against those who wanted the normalization of relations with 

the Polish government. Modern Ukrainian historian Yaroslav Hrytsak notes that 

"overall, the underground nationalist movement conducted 63 attacks. Their victims 

were 25 Poles, one Russian and one Jew; the majority - 36 - were Ukrainian (including a 

communist!). " The most remarkable victims of OUN terrorist attacks were Polish 

officials Tadeusz Hołówko and Bronisław Pieracki, responsible for the so-called 

pacification that led to mass arrests and mistreatment of Ukrainians in Eastern Galicia), 

the official Soviet ambassador Oleksiy Maylov (killed in retaliation with the 1932-33 

famine in the USSR ) and a former principal of the Ukrainian academic gymnasium in 

Lviv Ivan Babiy, who was accused of collaboration with the Poles.  

In 1934, Polish police arrested several leaders of the OUN, including Stepan 

Bandera, and held them in custody until the Sbeginning of the Second World War.   
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Legislation on educational institutions of the Ukrainian minority 

 

Accordig to Anthony Smith, the system of public education is extremely inportant for 

securing national identities. Education lets the historical tradition and culture to be passed 

through generations. (Smith 1991) This chapter depicts the process of legal discrimination 

of Ukrainian language, teachers and pupils in the public schools of Lviv and Eastern 

Galicia, followed by the same actions Polish government took on the Ukrainian 

universities, most of them were situated in Lviv.  

Pursuing the goal of assimilation of the Ukrainian people, the Polish government 

started a policy of polonization in the sphere of education. Since the beginning of the 

occupation of Western Ukraine Polish government was working towards the elimination 

of the Ukrainian schools.  The issue of minorities’ education was first raised in a decree 

of 1919. The decree stated the requirements for education process on the level of 

secondary schools. (Rozporządzenie Ministra Wyznań Religijnych i Oświecenia 

Publicznego z dnia 8 lutego 1921 r wydane w porozumieniu z Ministrem Spraw 

Wewnętrznych w przedmiocie tymczasowego ustroju władz szkolnych na obszarze b. 

Galicji 1921) 

In fact, content of the decree was duplicated in the law of 1924 (the so-called Lex 

Grabski), which regulated education process in schools of Lithuanian, Ukrainian and 

Belarusian minorities during the interwar period. The law allowed establishment of public 

schools with the minority’s language of education if the minority consisted 25 per cent of 

local population and if at least 40 parents, who belonged to the same school district and 

had children of school age submitted a respective request. Since a share of the non-Polish 

population was smaller in Lviv, the city was removed from the ultraquistic procedures. 

Instead, Polish-speaking schools’ network was developing. 

On 31 July 1924, Polish Sejm adopted three laws on national minorities: "The language 

of state government and local administration", "The language of courts, prosecution 

authorities and notaries" and "On some resolutions in the organization of schooling". 

(Алексієвець, Реформа шкільної освіти і розбудова вищої школи Польщі у 

міжвоєнній період (1918–1939 pp.) 2003)  
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Stanisław Grabski said that the so-called "Crecy laws" arised from the recognition of 

"the facts of life which are that,firstly, the Polish Rzeczpospolita is the Polish state. And 

secondly, there is no piece of land belonging to other nationality which was forcibly 

attached to the Polish state ". (Torzecki 1989)  With these laws Polish government 

violated several international agreements which guaranteed free cultural and national 

development of Ukrainian minority and other nationalities in Poland. The law on 

education stated that the main type of public school to be a so-called " Utraquist " 

(bilingual) school, where education, in fact, was held in Polish. 

Implementation of Polish educational policy started with the introduction of unified 

school structure - Lviv School District, which included Lviv, Stanislav, Ternopol 

provinces was created on 8 February 1921. The newly created district with the center in 

Lviv headed a curator who supervised and coordinated subordinated schools. 

Centralization of the schools’ system was done in such a way so that the public opinion 

was eliminated as the factor of influence on educational administration. Also, the 

introduction of the Polish language as one of education (with a simultaneous restriction 

of learning Ukrainian language) and replacing native Ukrainian teachers with Polish ones 

contributed polonization.  

The school system changed in 1932 with the introduction of the following two laws - 

the law on the education system and the law on private schools, educational and research 

institutions. These acts changed the organization and curriculum of elementary and 

secondary schools and regulated education system of private schools. Now the state’s 

authorities had the right to control and supervision the minorities’ schools. 

(Енциклопедія українознавства. Словникова частина.—Т.1 (С.210) 1993)  

The policies on schools were reformed during the rule of “Sanation” government and 

aimed to implement assimilation through public education.  According to the law of 11 

March 1932, structural and organizational system of schooling was to be unified - from 

kindergartens to universities. All the activities were subordinated to a single goal - to 

realize state’s ideology of assimilation through education. Secondary education of 

minorities ceased to exist in Galicia. (Ustawa z dnia 11 marca 1932 r. o ustroju 

szkolnictwa 1932) 

For example, during 1922 - 1923 academic years 1859 Ukrainian schools existed in 

Galicia, and in the 1926/1927 academic years only 845 were left. On the other side, the 

number of ultraquist schools raised to 1,550. (Bonusiak 1940)  
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The order of the Ministry of Faith and Public Education from August 18, 1923 reported 

that in the 1924/1925 academic year, the Polish language becomes a suject for an 

entrance exam along with Ukrainian language. On July 18, 1925 the Ministry of 

Education issued a decree ton the merge of Ukrainian schoolswith the Polish ones in 

Przemysl, Lviv and Ternopil. 

Fearing the growth of national consciousness of the Ukrainian people, the Polish 

government strongly inhibited the development of education in Eastern Galicia. In 

addition, teachers in the ultraquist schools were mainly Poles, who did not know the 

Ukrainian language. The consequences of this policy for Ukrainian schools were 

disastrous. In the 1911/1912, 2420 Ukrainian elementary schools operated in Galicia, 

and only a few hundred were left in the beginning of 1930’s. To speed up the 

elimination of Ukrainian schools and assimilation of the Ukrainian population the 

authorities conducted mass migration of Ukrainian intellectuals (especially teachers) of 

Western Ukrainian lands to the central regions of Poland, 1500 Ukrainian teachers were 

resettled and 2500 were fired. (Дещинський 1997)  

Education process in all schools in Poland (including schools of national minorities) 

was held according to the same curriculum. However, the was no curriculum of 

Ukrainian language and literature and the teachers had to use publications from the 

Austrian times. 

 The situation with the publication of textbooks for Ukrainian schools became much 

more complicated since the beginning of 1930’s. Custody of Lviv School District, 

established February 16, 1934, formed a commission on reviewing books for Ukrainian 

school. From the very beginning, it was against writing the textbooks in Ukrainian 

literary language. It happened sometimes, that the commission did not allow publication 

of books with the works of prominent Ukrainian writers and poets of XIX - early XX 

century (Taras Shevchenko, Lesia Ukrainian, Kotsyubinsky and others). 

The share of the Polish government in funding of education was very low. According 

to the report of the Lviv’s governor, the city received only 5.3% of the state’s budget 

1931-1932; 5.4% in 1932-1933; and 5% in 1934-1935; The schools in the province of 

Lviv’s School District received even lower share - from 0.4 to 0.7% of the budget. That 

is why hundreds of thousands of children from the national minorities (not only 

Ukrainians, but Germans and Jews as well) were outside of the public education held in 

their native language. 
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Polish national politics had a negative impact on Ukrainian population’s level of 

education. 70% of Galicians were illiterate in the late 1930’s or had a low level of 

literacy. Secondary and professional education was in even worse situation. Only 5 

Ukrainian schools remained among the 138 secondary schools in Galicia in 1939 which 

enrolled 2,050 students, and 18 private schools with 3571 students.  

84 secondary schools functioned in Lviv during the 1920’s.  For example, in 1929/30 

out of 43 public schools (17 male, 21 female, 5 for both sexes) 38 were of seven classes. 

These schools employed 530 teachers (excluding teachers to Jewish languages). When 

the number of school-aged children in Western Ukraine has increased from 16,827 in 

1927/28 academic year to 19,992 in 1929/30, classes were ofte held for 60 pupils at the 

same time. 22 private schools did not improve the situation very much. (Mauersberg 

1968) 

 

The development of minorities‘ education of the city slowed down, as evidenced by 

statistical data: among 84 primary schools six were Polish, seven were Ukrainian, and in 

35 school alongside Polish language some subjects were taught in Ukrainian; and in 36 

others Polish language was taught alongside other minorities‘ languages (Germans, Jews). 

However, these thirty-six schools were de facto Polish because other languages, including 

German and French, were studied only as a separate subject. In most of the schools with 

Polish and Ukrainian languages classes of Ukrainian language were also a separate 

subject. 

 

Universities in Eastern Galicia 
 

The policy of discrediting the Ukrainian population extended to higher education. 

Approximately 2.5-3 thousand of Galician students were forced to study outside of their 

native land in 1923 because the universities were closed. It must be emphasized that the 

government had promised funding to establish a Ukrainian university, but never realized 

the project.  

Four universities existed in Galicia in 1939 – all in Lviv. Those were the Lviv 

University, the Polytechnic Institute, the Veterinary Academy and the Academy of 

Foreign Trade. But it was unattainable for many Ukrainians to study there because of the 

high cost. Also, the rate of admission to the existed for the youth of Ukrainian nationality, 
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which was, for example, about 5 per cent in Lviv University. (Алексієвець, Реформа 

шкільної освіти і розбудова вищої школи Польщі у міжвоєнній період (1918–1939 

pp.) 2003) 

The largest group of intellectuals were teachers. 3,825 people of the 90,690 teachers 

in Poland in 1936 were Ukrainians and 2.5 thousand of them worked  in Western Ukraine. 

(Алексієвець, Реформа шкільної освіти і розбудова вищої школи Польщі у 

міжвоєнній період (1918–1939 pp.) 2003) 

To appear in the eyes of the world community democracy with appropriate conditions 

for the development of a national minority, the Polish government in 1919 when male and 

female teachers' seminary in Lviv seminary established public courses in Ukrainian 

language, which in 1922 received the status of independent schools. 

However, already in 1923 the only one Ukrainian seminary for men in Lviv was 

eliminated,  while another teachers‘ seminary for women became ultraquist. Polish is 

taught history, geography, educational items). And even though the seminary were 

ultraquist, the graduates who were Ukrainians were allowed to teach only in Ukrainian 

schools,. This fact greatly complicated their further employment. Before the reform of 

1932 Ukrainian teachers were educated in seven ultraquistic  teachers' seminaries. After 

the reform the  language of teachers‘ trainings became Polish. 

Ukrainian professors and associate professors were mostly deprived of the right to 

teach at the university, access to the facility was the limited for Ukrainian students, whose 

share in higher education hcould not be higher than 15%. Denied the opportunity to get 

fully educated in universities Ukrainian community of Galicia initiated the establishment 

of university courses designed to replace the abolished Ukrainian department. These 

courses take effect from October 1919 in three sections: historical-philosophical, 

mathematical and law departments, - thanks to the efforts of Petro Mohyla Society of 

Ukrainian Scientific Exposition. However, due to the proximity of the courses with actual 

university lectures they were soon banned.  
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Ukrainian nation according to Ukrainians of Eastern Galicia 
 

As we noticed, an opinion on Ukrainians as “Poles-to-be” or “peasant part of Polish 

nation” was more than common in Polish society during the interwar period. 

But what did Ukrainians of Eastern Galicia think of their identity? Unsurprisingly, the 

activists of national idea strived for united Ukraine (“soborna Ukrajina”). But how 

exactly they imagined the way towards freedom from Polish cultural oppression? 

Territorial-political understanding of „polish nation“, which was one of the main 

components of the identity „gente Rutheni, natione Poloni“, became an object for critics 

from the Ukrainian national-democrats.  "Denial of the Ukrainian national territory" - they 

said - "is the de facto denial of the Ukrainian nation, because it gives Poles an opportunity 

to consider Ukrainian claims not in the context of ethnic relations, but relations of the 

political parties, which were to be subject of wider Polish national interests”. 

 Ukrainian ideologists, such as Dmytro Dontsov, pointed out on an inevitably 

subordinated position of Ukrainians in the system of Polish-Ukrainian federation, which 

Poles actively lobbied. (Сливка 1985)  As the newspaper "Dilo" wrote, "In assessing the 

Polish-Ukrainian relations one should bear in mind that the situation is that Poles and 

Ukrainians are not considered two equal political factors, because the concept of "polski 

naród envisions «ruska narodowość» (Ukrainian minority) as its organic part. This 

position traces as far as from the history of Polish-Ukrainian relations in Austrian period. 

It also provides the key to understanding Polish claims of "love" for «bratniego ludu 

ruskiego». Poles are ready to love «bratni lud ruski» as an organic part of the Polish 

nation, but the love is replaced with hatred in a very moment when the «bratni lud ruski» 

wants to become the separate political entity, independent from Poles and equal to them. 

This, of course, reduces the concept of «polski naród» without Ukrainian ethnographic 

territory (and its population), so Poland is left in the borders of its ethnographic territory 

and inhabitants. Thus, Ukrainian strive for independent national identity is a national 

separatism, which should by all means be fought against". (Hetmanchuk n.d.) 

The same author tied realization of the national state and identity to the future of 

Europe. He considered a historical pattern, that nations have to either dissolve among the 
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already existing national and state communities (nations) or turn themselves into such a 

"nation", "hence the community that independently perform all its public functions - not 

only secure its independency, but also secure political, social and economic life of its 

citizens successfully" (Hetmanchuk n.d.). His main conclusion was that in the history of 

the peoples of Europe the Polish concept of nation and nationality has no place - ethnic 

communities either get assimilated or show tendency to develop into of a separate nation-

state community".  

A characteristic feature of the Ukrainian doctrines was a direct analogy between the 

Polish and Russian understanding of "nation", deeply anti-Ukrainian in its nature. 

Ukrainians saw the ideal in the so-called Swiss model of a nation that did not accept any 

hierarchy of national identities but was the concept of a state of three equal nationalities. 

Meanwhile, "Polish nation" was a concept of political supremacy of Poles over the 

Ukrainians and Lithuanians. 

The biggest obstacle for Poland to implement a stereotype gente Rutheni, natione 

Poloni became a concept of national and state identity which Ukrainians had been actively 

developing before the First World War. The roots of introduction to social and political 

discourse of Ukrainians historical state traditions and contrasting them with the idea of 

Poles are to be found in 1880s. A possibility of developing and/or strenghtening of the 

national identity existed as long as the idea of „Ukrainianess“ was based on a language, 

folclore and faith, according to Vyacheslav Budzynovsky. Budzynovsky grew up in a 

Polish-speaking family of a village Ukrainian teacher. Since the childhood, his self-

awareness of Ukrainian identity was based on the Greek Catholic faith and Ukrainian 

language.  However, neither one nor the other was no guarantee of separation from the 

Poles - many Polish patriots were Greek Catholics and knew the Ruthenian language, but 

understood it as a „common“ dialect of the Polish language. Budzynovsky mentioned that 

religious and linguistic factors alone did not allow to fully consolidate national identity, 

and only the "Polish state nationalism has made me a political nationalist“  Budzynovsky 

belonged to the so-called "young" radicals who first put forward and theoretically justified 

the postulate of Ukraine‘s  political independence. Those who did not accept the concept 

of "state nationalism" were polonized.  

Polish media and popular historiography reacted to the disappearance of "Ruthenians 

of Polish nation" with publication of works which romanticized this historical archetype. 

During a sharp deterioration of Ukrainian-Polish relations in Galicia in the early twentieth 
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century the type "Ruthenian of Polish nation" became like a reference to the past, 

returning to what was as desirable for Poles, as unrealistic for Ukrainians. 

Wisely, they built their idea of Ukrainian identity on resistance. However Ukrainians 

living in the Eastern Galicia did not have a sense of national identity strong enough to 

resist discriminative polish policies towards Ukrainian minority. They blamed first of all 

lack of education among lots of Galician Ukrainians and secondly, quite predictably, the 

active oppression of Ukrainian language, culture and national self-understanding by two 

neighbors, these are Russia and Poland, which had been taking place for a long time. 

A lot of scholars who had nationalist views in the interwar period tend to claim 

Ukrainians as a separate nation, which had been unfortunate enough to be taken over its 

neighbors. Galicia had been the center of Ukrainian nation for the long time, according to 

them, since the Kievan Rus decayed and Galician-Volyn state emerged in today’s Western 

Ukraine. They blamed Poland for taking over Ukraine like “a left treasure” in 1569, when 

Lublin Union was signed and Galicia was annexed by Polish-Lithuanian commonwealth, 

for making Ukrainian aristocracy become Polish; depriving Ukrainians of their language, 

political representation, courts and the right to live in the city center of the regional capital 

city of Lviv. (Bonusiak 1940)  

Nevertheless, contemporaries claimed long historical (although fragmented, due to 

constant annexations by Russian Empire and Poland) tradition. What does it mean and 

how it proves that an independent nation of Ukrainians exists, no matter what Empires 

say? There are several important components of a “historical tradition”, according to 

Levchenko: 

1. Common territory 

2. Common past of rise and fall 

3. Nation is a nation when it has its heroes and moreover, national aspirations for the 

future 

4. Political ideas inherited directly from Kievan Rus. 

5. Poland is the main enemy preventing Ukrainians from acquiring their independent 

national state. 

It is safe to say that aspirations for the united nation and soborna Ukraine among 

Ukrainian patriots were commonly based on these parameters, so it will be useful to look 

at each of them more precisely. 
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Stabilization of the Polish reality after the Council of the ambassadors decision forced 

Ukrainian political parties to adapt to new realities. During the period of 1923-1930 there 

was a realignment of political forces in Western Ukraine, which resulted in emergency of 

two organizations that reflect the main trends in the Ukrainian national liberation movement 

of the 1930s. Two organisations, two attitudes: 

1. National Democratic, as known as Ukrainian National Democratic Alliance 

(UNDO) defended the legitimate parliamentary path of struggle for national liberation 

2. National Revolutionary - Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) believed 

that the Ukrainian state can only gain independence through a revolution. 
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Ukrainian resistance in the sphere of education 
 

Ukrainians resisted the discriminative policies of Polish government in the sphere of 

education. Already in 1921, a so-called Secret Ukrainian University in Lviv, which 

operated until 1925. The Ukrainian university operated illegally, on volunteer basis, 

funded by business and economic institutions and immigrants from Czechoslovakia, 

Canada and USA). Applicants had to submit a university matriculation, metric and two 

photographs, they also had to pay 2 thousand of Polish marks. In 1921, the Senate of the 

University was created. Classes took place in the rooms of the Academic House, the 

"Prosvita" (Enlightenment), the National Museum and institutions of "Ridna Shkola“ 

(Alma Mater), basements of St. George’s Cathedral and other Ukrainian organizations 

and even private houses of the teachers and students. In the first year of the university 

they were three faculties - medical, philosophical and legal ones with fifty-eight 

departments altogether. Subsequently, an engineering department was established, based 

on which Ukrainian (secret) High Polytechnic School operated from 1922 to 1925. From 

1924, students could learn at the Faculty of Arts (under the management of S. 

Nowakowski). The first elected rector of the university was Vasyl Schurat; later – M. 

Panchyshyn, M. Tchaikovsky, E. Davydyak.  

1028 students were enrolled in 1921/22 academic year. Education lasted four years at 

the philosophical and legal departments and two – at the medical departments. The 

students could continue their studies in the universities in Austria, Germany, 

Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. However, constant persecution by the Polish authorities, 

the ban for public institutions employees to work at the universities, discrimination of the 

graduates, lack of material resources and lack of funds led to the suspension of the 

University’s activities in 1925.  

Similar fate befell the High Polytechnic School, which existed from 1922 to 1925 and 

was, in fact, the secret technical department of the Ukrainian University. Built on the 

annual polytechnic courses that started in May 1921 by the initiative of Ukrainian scholars 

who taught general theoretical subjects and were supported by Metropolitan Andrey 

Sheptytsky, the school originally had three departments (faculties): General, Engineering 

and Agronomic; later chemistry and art departments were established. In September 1922, 

the institution approved the statute. 

The school had around thirty teachers. Training here lasted two years (four semesters). 

Then the students could continue their studies in universities of Czechoslovakia, Austria, 



42 
 

Germany, Yugoslavia. 112 people studied there in 1921/22, 156 students in 1922-23 and 

157 in academic years of 1923/24. 

When the facility was closed in 1925, all its property, as in the case of the University, 

was passed by Ukrainian organizations that provided the institution with financial 

support. 

The Greek Catholic church also provided Ukrainian students with a possibility to get 

education. Founded in 1928 on the initiative of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, Greek 

Catholic Theological Academy operated in Lviv, and lasted until 1944 (from September 

1939 for the next two years classes were  conducted only periodically by Joseph Slipy). 

The Academy was based on temporary theological department organized in the seminary 

for students of Lviv University after the Ukrainian-language departments were shut down 

there. The Academy opened its doors on October 6th, 1922. Metropolitan Joseph Slipy 

became the first rector of the institution on three-year cadence. 

 Before 1932 only theological faculty with 12 departments (study lasted five years) 

operated at the academy, and from October 1932 Faculty of Phisolofy opened with six 

departments (study lasted four years). About 20 teachers worked in the academy. The 

highest number of students studying there was in 1934-1936 academic years - 365 people; 

the smallest - in 1929-1930, only 159 people were enrolled. Starting from 1932, the 

Ukrainian museum of religious art worked there.  

Also, "Ridna Shkola" tried to meet the need for Ukrainian-language secondary schools 

and by 1938 it established 40 private schools, colleges and vocational schools. A large 

share of the costs for these activities was covered with the contributions of its members, 

whose number exceeded 100 thousand people in 1938, and contributions from Ukrainian 

diaspora of the United States and Canada.  

Finally, Shevchenko Scientific Society continued its work in Lviv. Such outstanding 

scientists as S. Smal-Stocki, V. Gnatyuk, Studynskiy K., S. Dnistryansky, I. 

Gorbatchevski M. Wozniak, F. Kolessa, Shchurat V., V. Doroshenko and others worked 

there.  

Starting from 1934/35, a teaching seminary remained the only institution with the 

Ukrainian language of education. The seminary trained teachers-to-be for the preschool 

institutions. The teaching staff of the seminary was extremely professional, V. Shchurat, 

J. Belenky, R. Tsehelskyi, J. Hordynsky and others taught there. Also, some amateur 

youth ‘s clubs functioned in this school, and over time those have proliferated in schools 
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in Eastern Galicia and contributed to the deepening of knowledge, skills and formation 

and strengthening national identity. During classes, the students and pupils celebrated 

national Ukrainian holidays and honored outstanding historical events (those were often 

prohibited by the school authorities): 1st November, Battle of Kruty etc, and prominent 

figures: Taras Shevchenko, Lesia Ukrainka, Ivan Franko and many others. In the end, all 

these events helped to educate young people in the national spirit, to shape their patriotic 

feelings and beliefs.  

According to the figures from the Polish Researcher M. Malsky, during 1930-1931 

only Polish-Ukrainian schools operated in Lviv, and in twenty-eight others Ukrainian 

language was studied as a subject. Ukrainian public primary school in Lviv was the only 

one - the School of M. Shashkevych, whose principal for many years was Vasyl Ben’ (a 

former adjutant of Petliura). Ukrainian private schools and institutions of extracurricular 

youth education were mainly created on the initiative of members of Ukrainian society 

"Ridna Shkola", "Prosvita", "Teachers’ Community", "Mutual Help of Ukrainian 

Teachers", "Petro Mohyla Society of Ukrainian Scientifics” and others. However, even in 

these few private schools the Polish government was trying to limit learning from the 

Ukrainian textbooks, and closely monitored the compliance of the training programs 

Polish language, Polish history and geography) to the curriculum. (Мальський 2007) 

In conclusion I shall say, that during 1920-1939 Polish government actively provided 

the polonization policy, which was mainly aimed on cultural and educational spheres of 

public life. Polish administration, as seen from the exaplme of Lviv, tried to ruin the 

system of elementary, secondary schools and universities of the national minorities, tried 

by all means to make obstacle for children to learn in the native language; at the same 

time, it widened the system of Polish education. 

However, the outcomes of such educational policy were the opposite to the expected 

assimilation of all minorities in Poland.  

Among Ukrainians, the commitment to educate and learn in their mother tongue, love 

for the language, culture and national traditions, development of their native culture in the 

interwar years had only strengthened. Ukrainian national minority managed to keep their 

identity largely due to the activity of private national primary and secondary schools, as 

well as the Ukrainian creating secret universities. 
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Activites of “Prosvita”  
 

The cultural and educational organization “Prosvita” (Enlightenment) has a long history. 

It was founded as an opposition to anti-Ukrainian attitude in the cultural life, first during 

the Austrian rule and then with existence of Russophiles movement. Galician 

intellectuals set a goal to prove that Ukrainian people have deep, historical cultural 

traditions and differ from both the Poles and the Russians. 

To process a Charter of the organization, it established a committee of representatives of 

the academic youth and with such figures as Dr. Cornelius Sushkevich, Michael Kossak, 

professor Pavlyn Sventsitsky and others. On September 2nd, 1868, The Ministry of 

Education has allowed to establish "Prosvita". This was the reason for calling first 

general meeting in Lviv. Its organization and management was entrusted to a 

constitutional committee headed by a professor of academic gymnasium Anatol 

Vakhnyanyn. 

The program of its activities was briefly, but brilliantly formulated in a speech of a 

Ukrainian student Andriy Sinchisky:  "Every nation that wants to achieve independence 

must first of all for the lower strata, so that masses will be able to ascend to such a 

degree of enlightenment, that they will feel themselves as a part of a national 

community, will feel their civil and national dignity, and will become a basis for a 

national, independent state”. (Лозинський 1908) 

Terror of the Polish occupation authorities has not bypassed "Enlightenment". Police 

arrested the head of the organization Ivan Kyvelyuk, he was taken to the internment 

camp near Krakow. 

Only in the early 1920’s educational life came alive again. To raise people's national 

feelings, in December 1920 a "Holiday of Enlightenment" was conducted and two 

months later, the organization celebrated the 60th anniversary of the death of Taras 

Shevchenko, during which organizers established a publishing fund "Learn, my 

brothers!" 

For the purpose of collecting the materіala about the history of national liveration 

movement, the head department of the organization established a publishing house 

"Chervona Kalina".  
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On November 1st, 1921, a general assembly took place, which elected Ivan Kyvelyuk, 

who was under arrest, as a Chairman of the Main Deparment. Unfortunately, he did not 

in exactly four months Kyvelyuk died. For more than a year "Prosvita"’s was the city 

major Ivan Bryk. In April 1923, the general assembly chose Professor Michael 

Haluschynsky as the chairman. 

The following data shows the scope of organizational work in “Prosvita" show: in five 

years after the war, the number of branches has increased to 96, the number of reading 

rooms - to 2934, exceeding the pre-war data of respectively 9 and 65 units. 

Organizational successes, however, were obscured by the large debts that did not allow 

the staff to expand the activities in full force. After the death of Professor M. Haluschy 

John Bryk was chosen as the head "Prosvita" again. The organization kept on, 

overcoming difficulties. (Малюта 2012) 

In 1928, the year of its anniversary, "Prosvita" had 2934 reading rooms and 12,508 

direct members in Western Ukraine. Much smaller were the numbers in Volyn, Podlasie 

and Kholmshchyna, where there were about 600 of “Prosvita”’s reading rooms. 

Launched by the Polish authorities at the turn of 1920-30's, brutal attack on Ukrainian 

culture led to tragic consequences. the number of reading rooms and the immediate 

members of the "Enlightenment" significantly reduced, its debt has increased 

dramatically in conditions of economic crisis. 

But the organization did not give up, and already in 1934 it had 3046 reading rooms and 

approximately 500,000 members. An illustrated popular science magazine "Life and 

Knowledge", edited by Professor Vasyl Simovych, was published montly. Books were 

published with funding provided by the publisher “Learn, my brothers!". In 1936 

"Prosvita" had 83 branches, 3210 reading rooms, libraries funds consisted of 688,186 

books. Also functioned 2,185 theater groups, 1115 choirs, 138 bands, 550 groups of 

self-education, 86 courses for illiterate people and 262 circles for the youth. (Малюта 

2012) 

In the next two years’ things were even better. The active members alone numbered 

about half a million. 11 commissions committees functioned in the organization 

(educational and organizational, educational, educational, publishing, library, economic 

and financial, theater, for conquering illiteracy, etc.). 
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The 70th anniversary of the "Prosvita" was solemnly celebrated. On May 22nd, 1938, 

there was a religious service headed by Bishop Nikita Budka. Metropolitan Andrey 

Sheptytsky dedicated the new white-gold flag of "Prosvita" with the words: "The power 

of the spirit is the victory of the people." Flag was crowned with ribbons by the head of 

Shevchenko Scientific Society, Professor Ivan Rakowski, chairman of the "Alma Mater" 

professor Ivan Haluschynskyy, representatives of Ukrainian cooperatives and other 

organizations. 

After the 1937 "Prosvita" had quite hard times. Polish authorities shut down the reading 

rooms, especially in the North-Western lands. The communists tried to promote through 

the reading rooms its doctrines of communism and socialism. In such circumstances, on 

June 8th, 1939 in "Theater Rizhnoridnostey" took place the last genral assambley of the 

Prosvita”. Participants chose as the chairman of the Society Father Julian Dzerovych. 

The organization “Prosvita” contributed a lot to the development and strengthening of 

Ukrainian national aspiration, and it deserves a special notice, that unlike the 

universities, this organization mainly enlightened common people, whom considered the 

best basis of the future national state.  
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Greek Catholic Church as a consolidation factor of national identity 
 

The role of Greek Catholic church in the lives of Galician Ukrainians in the interwar 

period can beexplained not only in terms of the traditional choice of faith. As in the 

previous decade, and in the designated period, in the conditions of some secularization 

of the Ukrainian society, religious affiliation of the majority of Galician Ukrainians was 

an important foundation of their individual, as well as national identity. 

Attitude of the Polish state toward Greek Catholic Church during the 1920-1930’s 

developed accordingly to the polonization policy. Its aim was to denationalize the 

church, and to get rid of those among the clergy who sympathized Ukrainian liberation 

movement. 

Despite the fact that the Greek Catholic faith had rather solid support among the 

population of Eastern Galicia, the government's attitude to the church remained biased. 

The reasons was a competition for the people’s beliefs between the Roman Catholic and 

Greek Catholic brunches. Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky’ and archbishop Józef 

Bilczewski‘s attepmts to stop the bloodshed were unsuccessful. (Пилипів 2001) 

National policy of the Polish government concerning Eastern Galicia was statist, aimed 

on full assimilation of Ukrainian population and transformation of the region to an 

integrated part of Poland. This policy was implemented with both radical and liberal 

methods. Despite that, the Greek Catholic church quarded the national and  civil rights of 

Galician Ukrainians. 

However, despite the oppression in the interwar period the Church strengthened its 

position through the organizational and national spiritual progress. It consisted of three 

dioceses and the Apostolic Administration of Lemkovina. In twenty years of being 

iccuoied by Poland, the number of parishes in Lviv Archdiocese increased from 1106 (as 

of 1918) to 1267 (as of 1939). (Москалюк 1998) 

Most researchers of modern history of Ukraine claim the national character of the 

Greek Catholic church formed and developed mainly during the interwar period. Its 

credibility and influence on religious and national identity of Ukrainians had steadily 

growed; its network of religious institutions, publishers and educational institutions 
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widened. Metropolitan Andriy Sheptytsky played a significant role in this transormation. 

His work has contributed to deepening influence of the church on the socio-political, 

cultural and educational life of the region. 

While in some of his speeches speeches Metropolitan A. Sheptytsky declared non-

interference of the church to the politics, the situation forced the church to cooperate with 

the national democratic politicians - Ukrainian National Democratic Alliance; as well as 

to create their own political structures - Ukrainian Christian organization (1925-1929), 

Ukrainian Catholic People's party (1930, in 1932-1939 it had the name „Ukrainian 

People’s Revival“), Ukrainian Catholic Union (1931), which advocated the idea of a 

Polish-Ukrainian agreement on the basis of national-territorial autonomy of the Ukrainian 

regions, education of the people on religious and moral foundations. Metropolitan A. 

Sheptytsky, bishops Khomyshyn Jand Kotsylovskyi tried to coordinate church’s activities 

with centrist political forces, especially in the fields of culture and education. (Москалюк 

1998) 

The church also paid much attention to establishing religious publishing houses. Each 

diocese issued its own "messengers", very popular were the religious magazines "Niva", 

"Theology", "The Truth“; newspapers "Meta"," New Dawn", «Christ is our strength" and 

many others.  

Greek Catholic Church closely followed the events in Soviet Ukraine, where mass 

repression and terror against conscious Ukrainians unfolded. Religious newspapers 

constantly informed about the terrible destruction of churches in Stalin's empire, about 

political arrests and exiles. Press exposed the crimes of the Stalinist regime against its 

own people, emphasized that Bolshevism and Communism were biggest enemies of 

society.  

While this silent hunger Moscow and the West mainly perceived indifference news of 

disaster in Ukraine in December 1932 political and church leaders considered the issue of 

hunger is approaching in Ukraine, and there were going to send a special commission. 

With the participation of metropolitan and clergy GCC and support of Pope Pius XI over 

60 thousand young Galicians participated in Catholic Action, held May 7, 1933 in Lviv. 

(Дудар 2013) 

 Famine in Soviet Ukraine gained wide publicity. While Moscow made famine a secret 

and the West mainly perceived news of disaster in Ukraine indifferently, in December 
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1932 Galician political and church leaders considered the issue of hunger which was 

approaching Ukraine, and planned to send a special commission there.  

With the participation of Metropolitan, clergy and support of Pope Pius XI over 60 

thousand young Galicians participated in Catholic Action, held on May 7th, 1933 in Lviv.  

With the support of the clergy many reading rooms of "Enlightenment", "Native 

School", "Rocks", "Protect them. Metropolitan Andriy Sheptytsky for orphans in 

Ukraine", National Hospital, Ukrainian fund for war widows and orphaned Ukrainian 

children's, Ukrainian Society boundary custody of disabled anti-alcohol and anti-

nicotinassotiation „Renaissance" operated in Lviv.  

In addition, the church was a co-founder in a significant number of cooperative and 

financial  institutions.  

In adverse international conditions of the European peoples‘ development in the late 

1930s, tensions between the major powers and the threat of war, the Greek Catholic 

Church of Eastern Galicia’s main focus was the consolidation of the Ukrainian people. 

The main factor in implementing that extremely important task was to build a successful 

church. Before the Second World War the Greek Catholic Church was one of the most 

respected institutions in Eastern Galicia. It was also a visible part of the universal church 

and played a prominent role in social and political life.  

Generally, Greek Catholic clergy in Eastern Galicia in the inter-war period has 

demonstrated the ability to adapt to the complex ethnic and political conditions of 

existence and thus preserve the national cultural identity of its parishioners. Much credit 

for these achievements church belongs to Metropolitan Andriy Sheptytsky, who in 

difficult conditions of the Polish occupation has managed to strengthen the Church, 

making it a consolidating factor in national politics Ukrainian population of Eastern 

Galicia. 
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Pacification 

Poland entered a deep political crisis in 1930. Jozef Pilsudski decided to resolve it in 

the same year. In the of August he was appointed the Prime Minister, and after a few 

day Pilsudski dissolved the Parliament. For the society to understand what the 

government aspires to, the latter ordered to arrest deputies of the opposition’s parties on 

the night from 9th to 10th September, 1930. In particular, deputies of UNDO were 

arrested. I should take a note, that UNDO was an organization pretty loyal to Poland, 

and its offence led to the rise of influence of Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 

(OUN), which was established in 1929.  

Polish oppression led to mass protests. Among the objectives of sabotage actions was 

an attempt of determined young nationalists to disrupt elections to the Sejm, which were 

scheduled for November 1930 and to cause panic among the Polish population of 

Galicia, to enhance the mood of uncertainty and anarchy of Polish society -  it had to 

demonstrate the precariousness of borders and internal instability of the Polish state. 

Polish historians also define as a goal of sabotage the efforts of the OUN to demonstrate 

its effectiveness to the Ukrainian community of Galicia and the Ukrainian Diaspora 

(OUN was heavily sponsored sponsored by the partners ouside from the Polish border), 

to make Ukrainian question relevant on the world stage (again) and disrupt attempts to 

make an agreement with the Poles, which would create conditions for an armed uprising 

against the Polish occupation.  

Confrontation reached its climax in the summer and autumn of 1930. According to 

Gazeta Warszawska, at the end of summer 1930 Ukrainians burned 62 Polish houses, 87 

barns, 78 outbuildings and 112 stacks of corn and hay. Moreover, people not only cut 

telephone and telegraph lines and made obstacles on the railway. (Warszawska 1930) 

Interestingly, the majority of shares in sabotage consisted of the youth from UMO / 

OUN organization, who was enrolled in schools and perceived anti-Polish campaign as 

a kind of "homework" on summer vacation. However, the extent of sabotage was so 

large that the government could no longer leave it unattended. (Скакун 2012) 

"Appeasement" = "peace enforcement" 

Pacification (lat. Pacificatio - suppression) - "appeasement" - was conducted by 

direct orders of Jozef Pilsudski, who on September 1st, 1930 agreed on the matter with 
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the Minister of Internal Affairs of Poland Slavoj Skladovski. From 20 September, the 

police at the rate of 80-150 persons for settlement surrounded the village, conducted 

audits in homes and farms, and the frustrated destroyed flooring and roofs. Young 

people and social activists were subjected to interrogations and beatings. For each such 

action villagers had to pay a substantial indemnity in a form of food and livestock. 

Ukrainians were under constant terror, which was heated further by the arrests of 

twenty-one Ukrainian Sejm deputies and three senators. The authorities “pacificated” 

not only population, but the entire institutions. In September "Plast" was outlawed, and 

four Ukrainian schools in Lviv were closed.  

The police and military forces have pushed for such steps Polish "Strzelce '(an -in-

sport organization). They attacked not only on the buildings of public institutions, but 

also the churches. In particular, they planted explosives under the Studites monastery in 

Lviv and chambers damaged possessions of the Greek Catholic clergy. 

The effect of pacification is to be seen in the results of the November elections. Pro-

government "Non-Party Block ", which went under №1, was supported by more than 

50% of voters in Galicia. And if previously Ukrainians had 46 Ukrainian deputies 

(ambassadors) and 11 senators, now only 20 ambassadors and four senators were left. 

Reaction to pacification was complete panic among civilians who had no protection 

against police and army. According to Ukrainian data, 1,357 people subjected to 

beatings, including 93 students (even eight years old years), more than 40 women were 

raped, 13 people were killed. 

During the action 1,739 people, mostly students and school pupils, were arrested. 

Already on March 17, 1931 909 people prosecuted, although the vast majority - 698 

people - were acquitted and released. In addition to purely punitive actions, several 

leading Ukrainian politicians were arrested, Polish authorities shut down the 

organizations “Enlightenment” (“Prosvita”) and “Falcon” (“Sokil”). 

Ukrainian ambassadors and senators appealed to the League of Nations with a 

request to investigate the authorities’ actions during the "pacification" and make Poland 

recognize and meet its international obligations to Ukrainian Galician. Under the 

influence of numerous articles in the press and requests from Ukrainian representatives 

many influential anti-war NGOs and orgnizations humanitarian nature became 
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interested in a problem of pacification, including "Women's International League for 

Peace and Freedom" and the British "Union of Democratic Control." The Red Cross, the 

International Union of Cooperatives, the International Committee of Assistance to 

Children, International Scouts Organizations – all protested against the brutal politics of 

Poland. Numerous violations of the rights of the Ukrainian population was certified by 

the secretary "Women's League" Shipshenks Mary and an Austrian journalist of 

"Manchester Guardian" Frederick Foyt during their stay in Galicia. The Council of the 

League of Nations formed a committee headed by Arthur Henderson to examine the 

situation in Eastern Galicia. (Скакун 2012) In January 1932 at a special board meeting 

passed a directive that officially condemned the actions of the Polish governments 

towards Ukrainian population (Дерев'яний 2011). J. Pilsudski and his followers 

considered pacification as a method of the suppression of political opposition in the 

country and the establishment of the province authoritarian regime in the context of 

their large-scale plans – full assimilation of minoritis into Poles. One of the main 

consequences of "pacification" was the growth of Ukrainian national consciousness, 

feelings of hostility towards the Commonwealth, which led to further deterioration of 

Polish-Ukrainian relations. 
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Normalization 
 

On the Polish side, too, there were signs of readiness to compromise. In 1933 the 

government began to issue "Ukrainian-Polish Bulletin" ( "Biuletyn polsKO-

UKrainsKi"). It was a magazine which highlighted the positive aspects of Ukrainian-

Polish relations. Soon after the Prime Minister Vaclav Yendzhevych publicly admitted 

that both sides made mistakes. Paradoxically, but assasination of Interior Minister 

Bronislaw Pyeratsky in June 1934, done by OUN, accelerated the rapprochement since 

the UNDO strongly condemned this act. 

The result of the negotiations (May - July 1935) between the Polish government and 

the UNDO was the agreement that established the "policy of normalization". 

Representatives of the government promised to consider "Ukrainian postulates": 

possibility of giving loans and grants to Ukrainian economic, cultural, educational and 

sports organizations; termination of Polish colonization of Western lands; hiring 

Ukrainian for public service institutions and so on. However, the main requirement of 

the UNDO - providing territorial autonomy for Western Ukraine - Polish rulers rejected 

immediately. But still, Polish government did take some positive steps against legal 

harassment of Ukrainians. Vasyl Mudry was chosen as one of the five vice-marshals of 

the Sejm; many prisoners in the Bereha-Kartuska camp were released; some Ukrainian 

economic and cooperative institutions received government loans. 

However, these concessions were scarce. General policy of discrimination went on. 

Polish local authorities with the connivance of the government continued anti-Ukrainian 

policies by trying to divide the Ukrainian confessional and ethnic groups, continued to 

provide land in Galicia and Volyn to Polish colonists; supplantedUkrainian language in 

all spheres of life. 

November 26, 1935 at the meeting of the Council of Ministers of Poland presented 

"Ukrainian postulates" that were expected to be the minimum program for the platform 

normalization. Small concessions Polish government, which limited permission to use 

the official language of the term "Ukrainian" along with "n" , establishing bilingual 

Polish-Ukrainian inscriptions on public institutions, the establishment of the chair of 

Ukrainian literature at Lviv University, does not solve the problem. in general, the 

government did not fulfill the requirements of Ukrainian and purposefully spent half 

ityku "strengthening Polishness." It became apparent that the "normalization" of the 
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Poles needed for congressional compromise. Thus, attempts normalization of Polish-

Ukrainian relations in the Second Polish Republic did not bring and could not bring the 

desired results, because the government did not think as a positive solution. Reflected 

negatively on the political and TTI is Ukrain c s, leave Ilisu final corner attempt to 

improve the situation on the eve of World War II. (Chojnowski 1979) 

On November 26, 1935 at the meeting of the Council of Ministers of Poland presented 

"Ukrainian postulates" were presented. Those were expected to be the minimum program of the 

normalization. Small concessions from the Polish government, which were limited to a 

permission to use of the term "Ukrainian" along with "Ruhenian" in the official language; 

establishing bilingual Polish-Ukrainian inscriptions on public institutions and the establishment 

of an Ukrainian literature department at the Lviv University did not solve the problem. 

(Красівський 2003)  

On February 21, 1937 Camp of National Unity was formed as a pro-government party. An 

authoritarian type of government developed in Poland. Ideological leader of the party’s Adam 

Koc  identified the concept of "state" and "nation" as the same, inter-changeable one. 

(Ajnenkiel 1968) 

In general, the government did not fulfill the requirements of Ukrainians and purposefully 

implemented the policy of “strengthening Polishness”.  It became apparent that the 

"normalization" was needed for congressional compromise. Thus, attempts to normalize 

Polish-Ukrainian relations in the Second Polish Republic did not bring and could not bring the 

desired results, because the government did not think about it as a solution. Normalization 

negatively reflected on the Ukrainian political life, and became the last – unsuccessful - attempt 

to improve the situation on the eve of World War II. 
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Conclusions 

 

The concept of Polish nationalistic elitism automatically excluded treatment of the 

minorities as equal citizens in the Second Polish Republic. 

Stanislaw Grabski once declared that in 25 years there will be no trace of the Ukrainian 

nation (Eberhardt 1998). Interestingly, but in those difficult conditions of injustice and 

persecution of Ukrainian people the nation did not only disappeared, but increased its will 

for independent, secured identity and the state, and the people’s national pride straightened 

and gained hardness. 

Could it be otherwise? It is a well known law of physics that says that every action causes 

a reaction. However, Polish politicians did not understand that every anti-Ukrainian action 

had, in fact, the effect opposite to desirable. Despite rigid, sometimes even brutal politics of 

polonization the Ukrianian cultural, political, sometimes – military - resistance grew 

stronger.  

The Poles had the illusion that Ukrainians of XX century are just  underdeveloped Poles. 

But when one looks at how very capable Ukrainians of Eastern Galicia were in cultural and 

educational activities, private education, keeping their Greek Catholic faith, etc., they can 

immediatly understand why Polish government imposed the tremendously rigid 

administrative methods on Ukrainians – to stop this development and prevent any further 

activities which could have contributed to the strengthening on the national identity.  

 

The actions of Poland caused widespread tamper action undertaken by UNO. In response, 

the Polish government introduced an action of "pacification" of the Ukrainian people. It was 

indeed another reason for Galicians to detest even a thought to become Poles. 

Resolution of the Council of Ministers of Poland on the strengthening of the Polishness 

and regarding the Ukrainian issue was adopted in the beginning of March 1939. The purpose 

of the governmental program was to change the national structure (number and proportion 

of nationalities) of the population in Eastern Galicia. It was suggested to use all available 

tools in the arsenal of state to gain numerical superiority of the Polish population in all areas 

of socio-economic and cultural life quiqly. In this regard, it was necessary to amend some 

laws.  
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Being exhausted in its attempts to reach an agreement with the government in 1935-1938, 

UNDO gave up on the policy of normalization in February 1939 and then moved into 

opposition, making the sad conclusion that "any national democrat or even prometheist is 

prepared economically for the major events in the East", and because of this "normalization 

lacks all objective conditions for real existence". 

So, under the conditions of establishment of the authoritarian regime in Poland, the 

intensification of international relations and spread of anti-Polish sentiments in Ukrainian 

society any attempts to turn the Polish-Ukrainian conflict in the mainstream of constructive 

cooperation could not succeed. UNDO seen in the government a partner, who demanded 

unconditional loyalty of the Ukrainians, giving virtually nothing instead.  

At the same time, Ukrainian side did not use the possibility of cooperation with the Polish 

democratic opposition, as the Ukrainian party believed that the struggle for democracy in 

Poland does not apply to the Ukrainian side (Papierzyńska-Turek 1979). The failure of 

normalization led to the decline of UNDO and other legal parties and disappointment with 

the parliamentary system, and it pushed the Ukrainian population of Eastern Galicia, 

especially young people, to more radical methods of resistance, which the OUN used. The 

one who benefited from "normalization" policy was the Polish government - it has achieved 

its main goal, leaning into agreements with leading figures of the Ukrainian movement, 

which intensified due to the aggravation of social and national contradictions - to create 

obstacles to the Ukrainian national liberation movement.  

However, the polonization policy failed, as it created tremendous tensions between 

Ukrainians and Poles, the latter used rigid (legal oppression) and sometimes brutal 

(pacification, arrests) methods I their attempts to assimilate Ukrainians of Eastern Galicia. 

So, complex and contradictory attempts and strategies on finding solutions to Ukrainian 

issue culminated in Poland before the World War II with a  return to national democratic 

principles of the Polish national state. 

Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) was founded in Vienna in January 1929 

by E. Konovalets and the main ideologist of the party Dmytro Dontsov, who suggested a 

concept of Ukrainian integral nationalism (Самброс 2005).  Yevhen Konovalets (1891-

1938) was a military and political leader. He studied at Lviv University, has worked in the 

"Academic Community" (in a student union), was a secretary of the Lviv branch of  

"Enlightenment" (“Prosvita”) and represented student youth of the Ukrainian National 
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Democratic Party. In 1910 was under legal accusation for participating in the fight for a 

Ukrainian university in Lviv. During World War I as a soldier  of the Austro-Hungarian 

army was in Russian captivity at the end of April 1915. In 1917 arrived to Tsarina secretly 

from Kyiv. From January 1918 was a permanent commander of the organization “Sichovy 

Striltsi”. During the anti-hetman uprising on November 20th, 1918 Konovalets was the Head 

of the siege corps which wass advancing on Kyiv. Since 1922 he was in exile. The initiator 

of UVO (1921) and OUN (1929), the first chairman of those organizations. Killed in 

Rotterdam by an NKVD agent. Author of "The causes of the history of the Ukrainian 

revolution" (Діло 1938). 

   Before the Second World War, the organization counted in its ranks 20 thousand 

people. Resorting to tactics of terror and sabotage on the government, the OUN tried to 

encourage Ukrainian society to start a "permanent revolutionary ferment", to "support and 

develop a permanent spirit of protest against the authorities." Hundreds of acts of sabotage, 

dozens of expropriations of public funds, more than 60 attacks and killings organized by 

members of OUN (the most famous event - the murder in 1934 of Polish Interior Minister 

Bronisław Pieracki, on whom OUN put responsibilityfor “pacification”).  

   Thus, despite the constant fluctuations of  the Polish government’s attitude towards the 

Ukrainian issue at all stages the strategic goal (full assimilation of Ukrainians) actually has 

not changed. Under pressure from internal and external circumstances only tactical 

modifications and variations were made, and this fact significantly affected the means and 

methods to achieve this goal. (Papierzyńska-Turek 1979) 

   The response of the population of Western Ukrainian lands for assimilation policy became 

active opposition, manifested in different forms and a wide range of fighting for the civil, 

cultural end economic rights. The most influential factors that ensured that Ukrainian people 

preserved their national characteristics and features, were legitimate party Ukrainian 

representation in Polish Sejm, which tried to protect the interests of the people; cooperative 

movement - an instrument of government and economic self-defense; secret Ukrainian 

university and such public institutions as «Englightement”, “Schevchenko Scientific 

Society”  preserved and developmed Ukrainian culture, the formation of a new generation 

of national intellectual elite; Greek Catholic Church - the spiritual intermediary between the 

government and Ukrainian people; labor and peasant movements were not only expressions 

of disagreement of the masses, but also a demonstration of potential opportunities in real 

resistanse against the politics; and the OUN - factor that to great extent destabilized an 
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internal situation in the Polish state and supported the revolutionary spirit, willingness to 

fight for national independence the hearts of Ukrainians in Eastern Galicia.. 

In conclusion, I should note that thorough the analysis of the Polish policies and politics 

in Eastern Galicia during 1920 -1930, of the attempts to make them a social and political 

support of the Polish regime a picture of the political and socio-economic life of the interwar 

Ukraine becomes more clear. Underestimating Ukrainian national identity, neglecting 

cultural and educational aspirations of Galicians, discrimination in political, economic and 

social life, attempts to solve national problems through terror and violence led Poland to the 

conflict on a  national basis and in the future could not give any positive result. 
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