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CONTENT AND AIM OF THE THESIS: 
Mr. Marcks’s thesis analyses Orban’s historical narrative whereby it aims to specify the line between 
reasonable parts of his interpretations of the past on one side and manipulative parts on the other. The first part 
of the thesis provides an analytical framework, which is then applied in a case study on Hungarian relations 
with the EU after 2010. With the help of this empirical study, the author presents Orbán‘s historicizing 
arguments against the EU and assesses their internal consistency.      
   
COMMENTS: 
The chosen underlying theoretical concepts and terms are well-explained, and their relevance to the topic is 
well-argued. The methodology – content analysis of Orban’s speeches held between 4/2010 and 2/2017 – is 
appropriate with the aim of the thesis. The empirical part is clearly linked to the theoretical concepts and it 
follows the previously well-defined analytical framework.    
   
Formally, there are no problems. The thesis is well written in terms of style and language. The use and 
quotation of the literature and primary resources are adequate. 
 
My only comment is connected with the research question and the aim of the thesis. The author could have at 
least shortly explain why he considers important identifying the line and what are/could be the possible 
implications of his conclusions for theory/methodology or policy (or both).   
 
The thesis is an excellent piece of work which, I think, should be revised for submission to and possible 
publication in an academic journal.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Jakob Marcks has clearly demonstrated his ability to write an academic analysis according to scientific 
standards.  Therefore, I recommend his thesis to oral defense with proposed assessment of excellent 
(výborně, 1).   
  
QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS: 
1. Given the rise of populists-in-government in other countries of the world, to which extent is the analytical 
framework employed in the research transferrable to other countries or regions. 
2. Which recommendations for Orban’s opponents (including the EU) follow from conclusions of your 
analysis?       
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