
The aim of this thesis is to describe the legal status of medical personnel in armed conflicts. 

An emphasis is laid upon the medical personnel of the International Committee of the Red 

Cross. The scope of the first part of the thesis is the legal framework governing armed conflicts 

which is the international humanitarian law; its essential principles, applicability and branches 

are mainly covered. Further, the thesis describes the status and tasks of the International 

Committee of the Red Cross within international law. Lastly, the legal status of medical 

personnel in armed conflicts is described. Since the medical personnel belong among persons 

protected under the Geneva Conventions of 1949, the vast majority of this part is dedicated to 

the protection which the international humanitarian law grants to the personnel. The primary 

(related to the medical personnel themselves) and secondary (related to medical buildings, 

symbols, etc.) protection is distinguished. 


