
Fertility development in selected European countries considering the timing effect from 

the second half of the 20th century to the present  

The main objective of this thesis is to evaluate the influence of the timing effect on the mean age 

of mothers at childbirth in the context of fertility development in selected European countries from 

the second half of the 20th century to the present. Another objective is to adjust the total fertility rate 

to the timing effect and consequently demonstrated how changes in fertility timing affect this period 

measure in selected countries at a given time fame. The last objective is an evaluation of the views 

of respondents from studied countries from the sample survey of the European Social Survey for 

the years 2004 and 2010 to the questions relating to the reconciliation of work and family as one 

of the factors affecting the timing of fertility. On the basis of Esping-Andersen’s typology of welfare 

states, following states are selected: Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland and Ukraine. Changes 

of the mean age of mothers at childbirth are given not only by real changes in the timing of childbearing 

(the timing effect), but also by changes in the childbearing according to the birth order (the effect 

of fertility structure). The method of decomposition was used for detailed view at the causes of changes 

in this indicator. In addition, adjusted total fertility rates to the timing effect were constructed. It appears 

that the timing effect and the effect of fertility structure can act in parallel with and against the direction 

of increasing the mean age of mothers at childbirth. However, at present, the postponement 

of childbearing to a later age stands by increasing the mean age of mothers in the studied states. 

The tempo-adjusted period measures of fertility indicated that the quantity of the total fertility rate, 

without a fertility timing distortion, would be higher than it is at present in studied countries. The view 

of respondents in selected countries from sample survey of the European Social Survey are in line with 

expected trends in various types of welfare states. This can be shown on the example of Sweden where 

the respondents mostly disagree with the traditional division of roles for men and women at home and 

at work in contrast to postsocialist Ukraine or family-oriented Spain. However, the possibility 

to combine work and family commitments for choosing a career is important for the respondents across 

all studied countries. 
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