Czech underground and underground movements in other states share some common
characteristics. In communistic Czechoslovakia, underground became an exceptional and
unique phenomenon in spite of its typical non-political character — it served as a base for
the establishment of the Charta 77 opposition movement. It hereby became a political
phenomenon and an integral part of political opposition life before November 1989. In my
research | have focused on an approximately five-year period of this fundamental epoch of
the Czech underground development. | have used evidences provided by contemporary
witnesses, worked with archive materials and studied works available in this field.



