Abstract

The aim of the thesis Volunteer programs that support child in adoption or foster care
is to monitor the offer of volunteer programs for children in adoption foster care in the Czech
Republic and to show possibilities of support which volunteer program could bring to children,
including demonstrations of experience from similar programs abroad.

The theoretical part of thesis describes the foster care system with respect to the child's
needs and ways of support that are available to them in both professional and volunteer sphere.
Emphasis is placed on the role of people who accompany a child on his way from the biological
family to foster families, including important relationships and ties, which child lose during his
way. It will also explain the idea and values of volunteering as unpaid voluntary work, including
the typology of programs focusing on children and the ways volunteers can help to improve
their situation.

Practically oriented empirical part shows the concrete experiences of the actors from the
volunteer program supporting children in foster care by the interviews. This program is
organized by the volunteer center and respondents are volunteers, parents and children involved
in this program, including the head of the program, through which the program was created. At
the end of this section formulates recommendations for further development of the program,
which evaluated based on the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and risks.
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