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Mgr. Daria Mikerina develops a very articulated close reading on Barthes’ literature 

about semiotics of fashion in the purpose of appreciating on one hand the aims, 
consistence and structure of this work, paying a special attention to the systemic 
approach developed in the French thinker, and on the other to evaluate the possible 

applicability of the analysis proposed by Barthes to the radical changes occurred in the 
Fashion system in between this work and the present times.  

Moreover, Mgr. Mikerina is on a longer term interested in understanding the possible 
ground of the critiques moved in the meanwhile by the uprising Fashion studies to 
Barthes’ approach. Not only the landscape of fashion has dramatically changed, but 

philosophy has been reshaping the concept applicable to the language of clothing, first 
of all that of “identity”, so relevant for such a field. On these new bases Fashion studies 

has rather developed a Deleuzian approach, focusing on the materiality of the clothes 
and on the living experience of dressing.  
Still according to Mgr. Mikerina, this trend in academic studies, seems not completely 

grounded in Barthes’ analysis’ limits and has itself shown some flows in the capacity of 
witnessing of the real, moving and evolving phenomenon taken as its object.  
The recent changes of cultural paradigms and their effects on Fashion seem to be taken 

into account even from a Bartesian point of view if we consider the semiotic approach 
to that with a sufficient openness that Barthes himself seemed anyway to convey while 

writing. 
 
After a first part, slightly less clear, and probably written in a early stage of her work, 

the dissertation provides an extremely lucid, competent, articulated and clever reading 
of Barthes’ work, up to its very technical aspects and discuss it in the meanwhile it 

analyses the legacy of this work on successive literature. The readings are detailed, 
intelligent and provide a wide spectrum of references from the 50’s to present time.  
With acuteness and detachment from any preconceived judgment the candidate shows 

maturity, mastery of a wide range of concepts and sources and a capacity to frame a 
theoretical discours in the context of its historical and cultural development.  
 

That’s why I suggest for the candidate the highest mark.  
 

 
 


