
Abstract 

The purpose of this thesis is to identify practices that constitute plastic surgery in current 

Republic of Korea with emphasis put on relationships between participating human beings, 

materials and technologies. It focuses on practices proceeding inside and outside the clinic of 

plastic surgery. In accordance with M. Lock’s concept of local biology this thesis introduces 

Korean plastic surgery as a set of practices shaped by mutual interaction of local technologies 

and Korean bodies. The actor network theory approach (ANT), which emphasizes relational 

open-ended forming of entities, is applied to examining various aspects of plastic surgery. 

This approach also provides new ways of exploring how the entities and practices described 

in the medical anthropology as medicalization, medical tourism or local biology are produced. 
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