Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to numerically evaluate democratic consolidation in Eastern
European countries of the former Eastern Bloc. To compare these countries with each other and
decide which of these countries can be considered as consolidated democracies. Secondary aim

is to find which factors supported this consolidation or at least correlate with it.

Theoretical basis of this work is Wolfgang Merkel’s theory of democratic consolidation.
He divides democratic consolidation into four levels: constitutional consolidation,
representative consolidation, behavioral consolidation and democratic consolidation of the
political culture. Each level of democratic consolidation is numerically expressed, with usage
of Bertelsmann’s transformation index data, separately for all states in two-year intervals since
2005 to 2015. Based on that, overall democratic consolidation is calculated. Therefore, we can
compare countries between each other and in time. Correlation between factors supporting
consolidation and overall democratic consolidation is expressed by Pearson correlation

coefficient.

This work is beneficial in creating and describing method, which can be used for
numerical expression of democratic consolidation in any state since 2005 to 2015 without
author’s subjective influence. Another benefit is creation of criteria for deciding whether certain

state is or is not consolidated democracy.
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