
The main aim of this diploma thesis is to analyze the problem of anorexia from Foucault’s 

perspective. The first hypothesis is that this ‘pathology’ is rather a social construction which 

has its origins in social norms and standards that operate in the society to make firm distinction 

between the normal and the pathological, the ideal and the unacceptable. In this study we will 

use Foucault’s theory of power and discipline, the concept of biopower and also his critics of 

psychiatry. At the same time, we will complete our survey with the concept of construction and 

deconstruction of Jacques Derrida and with the social identity theory of Judith Butler.  

 


