
Abstract 

Choice of housing is one of the most important decisions of inhabitants. It is a relatively new 

process in Czechia which did not work absolutely freely till 1989.Inhabitants accustom to choice 

of housing and learn this process which is based on the relatively short experience. On the one hand, 

the importance of the choice of housing is conditional by low willingness of the Czech inhabitants 

to move and on the other hand, it is amplified by the high purchase price, which usually means 

the greatest investment in life of households. Thus, people consider many aspects in the wish to satisfy 

one of the basic life needs during the choice of housing. The place of future residence is one 

of the most important of them.  

Housing research is a relatively new topic in geography. Even though systematic research 

on housing and quality of housing in Czechia takes place more intensively (in the social sciences, 

for more than two decades), there were not performed territorial differentiation of the quality 

of housing assessment and comparison of municipalities according to suitability for. The concept 

of quality of housing has appeared almost exclusively in connection with the dwelling yet, the basic 

unit of housing. Housing permeates all basic areas of human and social life. Therefore the evaluation 

of the quality of housing should consider more approaches to housing and components of housing 

quality: technical, positional, economic, legal-institutional, socio-cultural. 

The theoretical approaches of different disciplines to housing and residential preferences are 

primarily discussed in this thesis. The key approaches were drawn from the newly formed housing 

geography. The thesis contributes to sorting out of the attributes which determine the choice 

of housing (or should determine) at the methodological level. Experts on housing in the Czechia were 

addressed among consultants, developers and academics. They helped to sort the attributes according 

to its importance. 

The aims of the thesis can be defined in three levels. The thesis contributes to geographically 

traditional residential preferences research, evaluates and analyses the quality of housing in the Czech 

municipalities and discusses how and on what basis can be the quality of housing assessed. 

The emphasis is on indicators, sources, quality of data and methods of evaluation, which can be used 

in the assessment of the quality of housing.  

Based on the experts´ investigation it was found out that the most important attributes 

for the choice of housing are housing price, the presence of medical doctors and schools in the 

municipality, crime, environment and transport accessibility. The evaluation of quality housing in the 

municipal level of Czechia showed that the highest quality of housing reach cities with more than 

20,000 and less than 50,000 inhabitants, while the lowest value of housing quality reach municipalities 

with fewer than 500 residents, especially those in the Central Bohemia Region, which received a low 

evaluation of all of the above mentioned attributes. 
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