
This thesis deals with the topic of the Socratic question as a basis of the care for one´s soul in Patocka´s
texts within the period from 30th to 50th years of the 20th century. This topic is here divided into three
larger coherent units. The first part deals with the Patocka´s understanding of Socratic care for one´s
soul as a historical moral self-creation of man having a character of negatively oriented transcension,
which is not determined by ideas, but associated in its way of distance from objectivity with motive of
knowing unknowing about the last good. The second part of this thesis deals with Patocka´s
comprehending of Plato as a creator of metaphysical thinking, in which core stands this negatively
oriented experience of Socratic moral reversal. Plato, however, this experience of originally
unobjectivated horizon according to Patocka´s interpretation objectivates as the world of eternal ideas.
Patocka as a central interpretative motive of this experience inserts in his own interpretation of Plato the
term of Being inspired by Heidegger, which is very close to Plato´s Idea of Good laying beyond all
divides of essence (ἐπέκεινα τῆς οὐσίας). The last part of this thesis concerns with Patocka´s own
attempt to understand Plato´s Idea by unobjective means. Although thus interpreted Idea is relieved of
any positive contents, its power distance from the objectivity enables one the experience of freedom.
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