
The thesis analyses the pragmatic aspects of the language of political discourse in the particular context
of the institute of parliamentary question time. The thesis examines and compares the use of hedging in
the context of other communication management strategies (e.g., evasion, reformulation, dodging a
footing shift) in the British House of Commons and in the Australian House of Representatives. In
addition, the thesis seeks to test the methodological approaches and verify the conclusions reached in
previous research, especially by Alan Partington (2003) and Bruce Fraser (2010).  
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