
The fleeing behaviour is one of the most common antipredatory strategy. It is intensively 

studied in many groups of animals. The flight-initiation distance (FID) is used for quantification 

of fleeing behaviour. The FID represents the distance between a prey and an approaching 

predator in which the prey starts fleeing. The FID is also used for quantifying of preys fear. The 

factors influencing FID in reptiles are: temperature, habitat, refuge availability, foraging 

strategies, predator behaviour etc. I discovered some factors which are different for mammals 

and birds. The most important difference is the ectothermy in reptiles vs. the endothermy in 

mammals and birds. Another difference is parental care, alarm calls and grouping. The factors 

as an influence of predator, refuge availability or type of habitat seems to have very similar or 

the same impact on FID for both groups. 

 


