
The adaptation of feral ungulates to the environmental conditions is important topic nowadays, not 

only because they often feralise out of their original home-range, but also from the behavioural point 

of view. The aim of my work is to answer several hypotheses, covering the differences in social 

relationship of ungulates in the wild and domestic conditions and their connnections to the 

environment.The thesis describes the frequency and intensity of interindividual interactions 

(hierarchy, aggression and friendly behaviour) and compares this behaviour between feral and 

domestic animals. As a main result may be mentioned the fact that social structure of feral 

individuals is modified as a consequence of restrictions of social behaviour in the domestic conditions 

(creches in feral goats). The enhanced fertility, which resulted from the long lasting artifical selection 

process in the breeds, brought also increased fertility in the feral conditions. The sex ratio at birth 

was found not related to the feral state or captivity. I suggest that aggressive and friendly 

interactions are more common in the domestic, not in feral environment. Future research should be 

focused more throughly on the behavioural adaptations of feral animals. 

 


