Abstract

The thesis aims at social psychological aspects of the justice motive. Its purpose is to
outline the links between justice motivation and social context, primarily to socioeconomic
status, social identity and culture. Major differences between implicit and explicit justice
motives are presented, the focus is mainly on the belief in a just world as an important
indicator of the justice motive. Distributive and procedural norms of justice are described
considering their social dependences. The justice motive and evaluation are viewed from
the perspectives of theory of social exchange and equity, social identity theory and theory
of system justification. In the empirical part the relation between SES and BJW in Czech
society is tested in two studies. The analysis results of the quota public opinion survey
(Aktér 2015, N = 926) indicate that people of high SES believe explicitly in a just world
more than people of low SES. The estimated contradictions to the results of studies carried
out in American context are discussed. The findings from the Czech survey may be
relevant especially in the context of less socially differentiated societies. The analysis of
data stemming from online quasiexperimental study (N = 82) of people aged 18 — 33 does
not confirm these results, possible methodological shortcomings of the online study are
discussed.
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