
Abstract 

U. S. does not have an official language even though the country is home to the highest 

number of English speakers in the world and English is the primary language spoken there. 

Since 1980s, there have been efforts to make English the official language of the land. 

However, they have not been successful so far. The paper Language Policy in the U. S.: 

Debating Official Language attempts to clarify why English has never been officialized. First, 

the language policy debates since the American Revolution are examined and the role of 

official language in the debates is defined. Second, the actors of official English debates are 

introduced, their motivation is explained and arguments for and against making English 

official are presented. Third, potential impact of official language legislation is scrutinized 

based on a comparative analysis of five official English bills. Thus, the paper provides an 

overview of the topic of official English debates and gives reasons why the U. S. Congress 

has never passed an official language law. 

 


