Abstract

Dissertation thesis “Relationship between National Parliaments and the European
Union” examines the impacts of the European integration on the national parliaments — the
limitation of their functions and powers, measures undertaken to compensate these limitation
in both the EU and the national law and the new roles of national parliaments in the context of
European integration. The point of departure of the thesis is the notion of representative
democracy as a still unsurpassed concept of a legitimate exercise of public authority. National
parliaments mainly fulfil the controlling and legitimising function in the EU affairs. To this
end, they have various legal instruments at their disposal. The fulfilment of these functions is
limited by political and legal factors stemming from the nature of parliaments as political, not
professional bodies and from their role in the national constitutional systems. Special attention
is paid to the role of national parliaments in the evolving economic and monetary union. The
general findings are confronted with the legal regulation and practice in the Parliament of the
Czech Republic.



