
Abstract: 

 

From a Burgher House through the Imperial Court to Loket 

Castle 

The Careers of Kaspar and Mates Schlicks in Bohemia, Empire and Saxony 

(1390–1487) 

 

The presented thesis is devoted to the oldest history of the Schlick family. The rise of an 

originally burgher-class family was based on the court and chancellery career of Kaspar 

Schlick († 1449); the latter bolstered his successes in the services of Sigismund of 

Luxembourg and Albrecht and Fridrich Habsburgs by an array of false documents that 

significantly contributed to the change of his social and economic status (his false promotion 

to the estate of a count and gaining a fortune). In the second half of the 15
th 

century, after 

Kaspar's death, his brother Mates and his sons struggled for the preservation of acquired 

status and health.   

 The following topics were investigated: (1) The utilization of court services and 

careers for burghers' getting into aristocratic circles, as exemplified by the person of Kaspar 

Schlick († 1449); (2) The search of strategies the Schlicks – Mates Schlick in particular 

(† 1487) – took to limit themselves from the aristocratic environment, part of which they 

became. A significant role played Schlicks' relation to the town of Cheb, from which their 

family came, and to the Loket region, which they acquired and tried to make a basis of the 

family dominion.  

 Document forging by the family's founder significantly contributed to the creation of a 

distorted image of the family history. This is why the introductory chapter deals with the 

emergence of the main subjects in the history of the Schlick family: Kaspar Schlick, the 

fighting for Loket, acceptance of Lutheranism, and Jáchymov thaler. The creation of the 

resulting image was investigated by comparing diachronic descriptions in the works of 

chroniclers.  

 The next two chapters are split into parts related to the lives of the two main characters 

of the Schlick family's first generation – Kaspar Schlick († 1449) and his younger brother 

Mates († 1487) – and are always focused on the main fields of their activities: the town 

environment and imperial court compared to the town environment and own demesne. The 

research verified that the Schlicks represent a burgher family that originated from the 

craftsman and tradesman classes and headed among the towns' elites. Before they succeeded 

in asserting themselves among them, the Schlicks took the opportunity of getting into the 

aristocratic ranks through a court career (the dubbing to a knight in 1433 and acceptance to 

the rank of the Hungarian Lords in 1438). Shortly after that, they completely abandoned town 

institutions; nevertheless, they kept in close touch with the elites of the town of Cheb (blood, 

business and political relations). 

 After the untimely death of Kaspar, the influential Chancellor, it was his younger 

brother who had to defend the gained property and positions. His task was to compose a basis 

of future dominion from inconsistent property records. Initially Mates focused himself on the 

court of the Elector of Saxony, which to a certain extent resulted in his isolation from the 

Estates of the Czech Kingdom. From 1472 the family was oriented to building up its 

dominion in the Loket region, as well as on gradually getting among the Czech aristocracy. In 

addition, the relations of the Schlicks to their native town of Cheb in the second half of the 

15
th

 century were also investigated, particularly the role of Mates Schlick in the 



communication net of the town of Cheb that was situated on the border area between the 

Holly Royal Empire and the Czech Kingdom.  
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