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The thesis focuses on body (corporeality), things and private (home) interior as the exemplary 

areas of a contemporary aesthetics of life. In the thesis, I do consider this relatively autonomous 

domain of general aesthetics (a field of aesthetic function outside art, according to 

Mukařovský), or more precisely a sphere of growing influence of all-embracing 

aestheticization of the world (G. Lipovetsky) not only as a phenomenon, with which we have 

to deal today, but as a much older process, the roots of which can be traced back at least two 

centuries to the past. In this subject matter I especially emphasize primary and derived relations 

of this kind of aestheticization to a public space, i.e. an aesthetic function that originally only 

supports the main function of a given thing or event can eventually become dominant and 

independent and finally influence the very domain from which it originated (e.g. female 

decorative make-up used to be, historically, an accompanying effect of male dominance in the 

society, later it became a mean of female emancipation or of an individually designed style of 

life). I also pay attention to a phenomenology of an aesthetic experience; I consider not only a 

mature version of an aesthetic experience, i.e. an aesthetic reception culminating in an aesthetic 

response, but also its larval or fluid version (V. Zuska) or a mode of aesthetic reception 

accompanied by and eventually influenced by a practical judgement, or, finally, an aesthetic 

reception as a part of a sentimentally tuned experience. The potentially ubiquitous presence 

of aesthetic perception and aesthetics reception will be confirmed by an account of relations 

between the aesthetics of life and creativity, art and nature I offer in this thesis. 
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