Abstract

The dissertation completes research that began in late 2007. It presents research findings
concerning ways and methods of (re) construction of gender identities of Czech children
placed in facilities for institutional and protective education. Based on ethnographic research
in Diagnostic institute Ark there are examined practices and techniques shaping gender roles
and contents, which are rooted in the so-called helping professions discourses. Psychology,
special education, social work, pedagogy, education and health education are specializations
that converge are under the roof of the institutes and create a discursive field for the
exercise of power-colored procedures disciplining the children who are placed (cf. Laan,
1998). These procedures are directly linked to the concepts of socially desirable sex-gender
order.

The research objective was to capture the processes which have been neglected by the
Czech professional community so far and which may become potential disciplination
instruments in the hands of professionals in a wide range of helping professions, including
social and special pedagogy.



